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Dinosaurs

from The Diamond of Doom (A Woodland Mystery)

by Irene Shultz

      The dinosaur hall was the biggest room in the museum.

      It had to be!

      Right in the middle was the skeleton of a dinosaur, ninety feet long and two stories high.

      Kathy said, "It’s bigger than our house!"

      She pointed to its back leg bone. It was taller than she was. She said, "Now THAT’S a femur!"

      Dave said, "Sammy, did you remember to bring your chicken bone?"

      Sammy said, "Sure I did."

      He started looking in his front pockets.

      He took out a pocket knife.

      Then he found a small rubber ball.

      He had a bag of marbles. He said, "This is a new bag! Fifty marbles!"

      He handed them to Dave. "Hold these, will you?"

      Then he took out a ball of string, three paper clips, and two safety pins.

      He said, "Never know when you might have to rig up a fish line."

      Bill looked at the thick nylon string. He said, "You could catch a whale with that."

      Sammy said, "Well, it’s better than what you’ve got, which is nothing!"

      By then Dave had a pile of things on his lap.

      Then Sammy felt the four candy wrappers in his pocket. He pushed them down fast!

      Then he found a ball-point pen and a small flashlight.

      Bill said, "Sammy, your pants must weigh twenty pounds. I’m surprised they don’t fall down."

      Sammy said, "Sometimes they almost do. Give me back my stuff, Dave. The

chicken bone isn’t in my front pockets."

      He finally found it in his back pocket, under the piggy bank.

      Dave said, "Look, this bone’s smaller than the TOES of that dinosaur femur."

      Kathy said, "That’s what’s so interesting. Even human bones are a lot like this."

      Dave said, "That sign says some full-grown dinosaurs were as big as ten elephants

put together. But some were as little as rabbits."

      Kathy pointed to a dinosaur on a painting marked PLANT EATERS.

      She said, "Look at those leaf-shaped plates sticking out of its back. It’s called a

Stegosaurus. Its brain was only the size of a walnut."

      Sammy said, "Now I know what Bill is! A Stegosaurus. Hi, walnut brain!"
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      Bill said, "Very funny, very funny."

      Sammy walked over to a pair of the biggest dinosaur skeletons. One was biting the neck of the other.

      He said, "That’s me, fighting with Bill. I’m the one that’s winning."

      Bill said, "Then you’re a Tyrannosaurus rex."

      Sammy said, "What’s a Ty-ran-no-saur-us rex?"

      Dave said, "It means Tyrant King of the Lizards."

      Sammy said, "What’s a tyrant?"

      Bill said, "It’s a big bully, that’s what! Like the one that’s winning! Like you!"

      Sammy said, "I’m not a bully. I’ll get you for that, Bill."

      Bill said, "OK, OK, you’re not. I think we’ve had enough of the dinosaurs. Let’s just take a look at their
eggs and go."

Used by permission of the Wright Group

1.       Which word has the SAME meaning as middle?

A. end
B. edge
C. fiddle
D. center

2.       From the clues in paragraph 5, what is the meaning of the word femur?

A. a neck bone
B. a leg bone
C. a dinosaur toe
D. a chicken bone

3.       A word that means the SAME thing as tyrant is

A. bully.
B. hunter.
C. servant.
D. dinosaur.

4.       Which word means the OPPOSITE of interesting?

A. tired
B. inside
C. boring
D. exciting
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The Invention of Earmuffs
     Chester Greenwood suffered more than most from the problem of cold ears. He grew up in Farmington,
Maine, where the winters are long and severe. Everyone's ears were cold there, but Chester's ears, which would
turn from vivid red to purple to deathly white to an alarming deep blue, were the talk
of the town.

     In the winter of 1873, Chester Greenwood got a pair of ice skates for his fifteenth birthday. Eager to try them
out, he raced down to the pond and onto the ice, but within minutes a harsh wind sent him running back home
with his ears already white and red and ready to turn blue.

     People wore socks, boots, gloves, hats, and all kinds of insulated clothing to keep all the parts of the body
warm, but the ears, stuck there on the side of the head and exposed to the elements, were a special problem. So
on the next day, Chester came up with an idea: he tied a heavy wool scarf around his head, hoping it would keep
his ears warm, so he could try skating again. On his way to the pond, his ears were quite snug and warm, but the
wool scarf was so itchy that again he had to turn back.

     On the third day, Chester tried something different. He made oval loops out of baling wire and asked his
grandmother, who lived with the family, to sew pieces of beaver fur on one side of the loops and
black velvet on the side that would fit against his ear. She then sewed a wire connecting the loops to Chester's
cap.

      Chester Greenwood tested his fur-covered ear flaps in the outdoor winter cold, and they worked! His ears
remained a healthy shade of pink, and for the rest of the winter Chester skated in comfort. The Farmington
neighbors, who had always been interested in his colorful ears, were now more interested in his new-fashioned
ear flaps. They wanted a pair of warm ear flaps, so Greenwood's mother and grandmother were soon spending all
their spare time cutting, sewing, and bending wire to fill orders.

      By the time Chester Greenwood was nineteen, he had improved his design with a flat steel spring to fit over
the head and keep the flaps in place, and Greenwood's Ear Protectors were selling throughout New England with
people commonly referring to them as "earmuffs." Although two patents had previously been issued—one to
William P. Ware in 1858 for an "ear, cheek and chin muff," and one to C. Sedgewick in 1872 for another
ear-protecting device—apparently neither invention caught on. Greenwood's earmuffs were much more
successful, and he patented his design in 1877. Chester Greenwood is remembered to have said, "I believe
perfection has been reached."

      The earmuff business prospered, and Greenwood next devised a machine to manufacture his ear protectors,
and he opened a factory in town. Farmington soon became the earmuff capital of the world, home of
"Greenwood champion ear protectors for use in cold weather." Chester Greenwood went on to become the town's
leading citizen.

5.

Greenwood next devised a machine to manufacture his ear protectors.

      What does the word devised mean?

A. bought
B. located
C. invented
D. imagined

 5threading skills vocab acquisition (5thread_skillsvocabacquis)

4



6.       The first paragraph of this article tells about Chester's problem. This is a clue to the reader that later in the
article the reader will learn about

A. other people's problems.
B. Chester's solution.
C. others people's opinions.
D. Chester's family.

7.       The author reports that people in 1873 wore hats, but ears were a special problem. Which must have been true
about hats in 1873?

A. They were not well insulated.
B. They were large and unattractive.
C. They did not cover ears.
D. They covered ears better than hats today.

8.       Which was the main reason Chester needed earmuffs?

A. to help him skate better
B. to make money for him
C. to impress the neighbors
D. to prevent frostbite

9.       Which is the main reason Chester's earmuffs were so successful?

A. They were stiff but warm.
B. They were bulky and furry.
C. They were warm and comfortable.
D. They were furry but stiff.

10.       Which qualities in Chester made him a good inventor?

A. He was creative and skillful.
B. He was smart and greedy.
C. He was silly and carefree.
D. He was lazy and lucky.

11.       Which statement BEST explains why Chester became Farmington's leading citizen?

A. He gave earmuffs away.
B. He made the town famous with his invention.
C. He helped people skate longer by using earmuffs.
D. He built a factory.
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Guardian

     Tina decided to buy a dog to protect her house. First, she went to a dog show to look at different kinds of dogs.
The people at the dog show recommended several types of dogs, including Doberman pinschers, chows, and
German shepherds. Then Tina went to several pet stores and asked for more information about each type of dog.
After much thought, Tina got a German shepherd.
     Before she brought her new pet home, Tina purchased a large bed, several toys, a collar and leash, and some
food. Within the first week, Tina took her new dog, Guardian, to a local veterinarian to begin the necessary round of
shots for new puppies. When Guardian was six months old, Tina enrolled him in obedience school twice a week to
teach him good behavior. After Tina spent her hard earned money, much time, and hard work, she was rewarded
with a great pet and a guard dog all in one.

12.       Which word is a homophone for week?

A. leak
B. weed
C. weak
D. wake

13.       Which word is a synonym for within?

A. inside
B. outside
C. around
D. between

14.       Tina probably called her dog Guardian because she

A. wanted the dog to protect her.
B. thought it was a German word.
C. named it for a person she knew.
D. knew the trainer would like that name.

15.       In deciding what kind of dog to buy, what did Tina do first?

A. She visited pet stores.
B. She went to a dog show.
C. She talked to dog trainers.
D. She asked for information about dogs.
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16.       When Guardian was six months old, Tina

A. found him in a pet store.
B. entered him in his first dog show.
C. began taking him to obedience school.
D. took him to a veterinarian for the first time.

17.       Tina took her dog to a veterinarian because the dog

A. was sick.
B. needed shots.
C. was six months old.
D. needed training.

18.       Before bringing her dog home, Tina

A. bought pet supplies.
B. fed him puppy food.
C. carefully trained him.
D. entered him in a dog show.

19.       The purpose of this passage is

A. to explain.
B. to describe.
C. to persuade.
D. to tell a story.

20.       Which BEST describes the dog's behavior?

A. bad
B. obedient
C. mean
D. silly

21.          Tina took her dog to a veterinarian because the dog

A. was sick.
B. needed shots.
C. was six months old.
D. would behave better if he were trained.
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22. In deciding what kind of dog to buy, which did Tina do first?

A. went to a dog show
B. visited pet stores
C. talked to dog trainers
D. asked for information about dogs

23. Tina called her dog Guardian because she

A. knew the trainer would like that name.
B. thought it was a German word.
C. named it for a person she knew.
D. had purchased a guard dog.

24. Before bringing her dog home, Tina

A. fed him puppy food.
B. bought pet supplies.
C. carefully trained him.
D. entered him in a dog show.

25. When Guardian was six months old, Tina

A. found him in a pet store.
B. took him to a veterinarian for the first time.
C. began taking him to obedience school.
D. entered him in his first dog show.
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Answer Key

1. D) center

2. B) a leg bone

3. A) bully.

4. C) boring

5. C) invented

6. B) Chester's solution.

7. C) They did not cover ears.

8. D) to prevent frostbite

9. C) They were warm and comfortable.

10. A) He was creative and skillful.

11. B) He made the town famous with his invention.

12. C) weak

13. A) inside

14. A) wanted the dog to protect her.

15. B) She went to a dog show.

16. C) began taking him to obedience school.

17. B) needed shots.

18. A) bought pet supplies.

19. D) to tell a story.

20. B) obedient

21. B) needed shots.

22. A) went to a dog show
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23. D) had purchased a guard dog.

24. B) bought pet supplies.

25. C) began taking him to obedience school.
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