
Name:_____________________________________________ Date:________________________

A Letter to the class from Betsy Byars

    Dear Class,
    When I was growing up, I did not want to be a writer, but I had one thing in common with every writer I know. I
loved books.
    The whole family knew how much I loved to read, so I got books for my birthday, books for Christmas. At
Christmas I would sneak the books out from under the tree, one by one, carefully unwrap them, read them, and stick
them back under the tree. I just couldn't wait.
    In those days I read for one reason – to find out what was gong to happen. Would the black stallion be captured?
Would the boys find the pirate's treasure? Did the mummy speak?
    I still read a lot, but I read differently now. I want to know what's going to happen, of course, but I also want to
find out how the writer made it happen. If a writer makes me feel sad or excited, I read that part again and again until
I see how the writer did it. For example, a writer makes a scene move faster by using more dialogue than description.
Reading carefully is how I learned how to write.
    Whether you read to find out what's going to happen or because you, too, are interested in writing, I hope you've
found lots of good books this year. And, yes, I still open anything that looks like a book immediately. I still can't wait.

Happy Reading!    

Betsy Byars

1.       What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing a reader can learn from Betsy Byars' letter?

A. why the author likes Christmas
B. how reading helps her as a writer
C. what the author's childhood was like
D. what the author does in her spare time

2.       According to the letter, how has reading parts of books helped Betsy Byars become a better writer?

A. It has shown her how other authors create excitement and a fast pace.
B. It has given her ideas for books.
C. She has met other authors.
D. It has shown her that the purpose of writing is to tell what happens.

3.       Which piece of advice would Betsy Byars give to someone who wants to be a good writer?

A. write letters to authors
B. ask for books as gifts
C. read a lot
D. always plan your ending first
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4.       How did Betsy Byars probably decide what information to put into her letter to the class?

A. She thought about what teachers like to know.
B. She remembered questions that students had asked her.
C. She asked her family for suggestions.
D. She reread her own books to see what was important.

5.       What about Betsy Byars has probably NOT changed over the years?

A. her love of books
B. the way she writes
C. the characters she writes about
D. the way she reads
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Few people have been able to look into the center of a tornado and live to tell anyone what they saw.
Will Keller has. Read the article below to find out what he saw, and then answer the questions.

DEADLY FUNNEL

by Malcolm Weiss

      In one out of a hundred thunderstorms, a whirling, twisting, roaring funnel grows downward from the base of
the storm. The funnel touches the ground and becomes dark, as dust and dirt are sucked up. A tornado�the most
violent storm on earth�has been born. Few people have looked into the heart of a tornado and lived to talk about
it. But one who did was Kansas farmer Will Keller.

Keller was out in his field on a hot, stormy June afternoon when he looked up and saw a tornado bearing down
on him. He ran to his tornado cellar, which he had built underground.

Keller was about to close the door when he turned for a last look at the tornado. He noticed that the whirling
bottom of the funnel-shaped cloud was beginning to rise off the ground. He knew that as long as the funnel wasn’t
touching the ground, he would be safe, even if it passed directly overhead. As he watched at the edge of the cellar,
he was fascinated by what he saw.

"Steadily the tornado came on, the end gradually rising above the ground. I could only have stood there a few
seconds, but it seemed like a long time.

"At last the great, shaggy end of the funnel hung directly overhead. Everything was as still as death. There was
a strong gassy odor, and it seemed I could not breathe. There was a screaming, hissing sound coming directly
from the end of the funnel. I looked up, and to my astonishment, I saw right into the heart of the tornado.

"There was a circular opening in the center of the funnel, about 50 or 100 feet in diameter, extending straight
upward for a distance of at least one-half mile, as best I could judge. . . . The walls of this opening were of
rotating clouds . . . made brilliantly visible by constant flashes of lightning which zigzagged from side to side.
Had it not been for the lightning, I could not have seen the opening . . . ."

Mr. Keller was lucky to reach his cellar in time. Hundreds of people are killed each year by tornadoes, and
thousands more are injured. Damage runs over a billion dollars. Much of this destruction is caused by the terrible
speed of the winds swirling around the tornado’s center. Scientists estimate that they range from a low of about
200 miles an hour to a high of 600 miles an hour, perhaps even higher . . . .

6.       Which is the MOST LIKELY reason Mr. Keller's account was included in this article?

A. He is the only person ever to survive a tornado.
B. He was a tornado expert at the time of the tornado.
C. He observed a tornado from an unusual point of view.
D. He was the first Kansan to experience a tornado.
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7.       How does a tornado begin?

A. A funnel grows from the base of a thunderstorm.
B. A circular opening fills with lightning.
C. It rises from the ground after a grand disturbance.
D. A gentle shower begins.

8.       Which does the author say is a major difference between a thunderstorm and a tornado?

A. where the weather occurs
B. the direction traveled
C. if there is lightning
D. whether there is a funnel

9.       Which causes most of the damage done by tornadoes?

A. temperature change
B. heavy rain
C. high winds
D. lightning

10.       From this article we can tell that Mr. Keller is

A. curious.
B. timid.
C. lazy.
D. angry.
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Bessie Nickens wrote "Walking the Log: Memories of a Southern Childhood." In this selection, Bessie reflects on
her childhood adventures in the nearby woods.

Walking the Log: Memories of a Southern Childhood

     This area was nothing but trees, just hundreds and hundreds of dogwood trees with those beautiful white
blossoms. All kinds of pretty flowers would grow out where this creek was. I think it must have been a swamp,
because calla lilies would grow there, and blackberries and muscadine. We would walk through these woods, this
thick, wooded area, we'd walk through there barefooted. I wouldn't do that now for nothing! And this log had
fallen across this creek, and we walked that log. This was fun to us. And of course our little dog Polo would walk
the log with us.

     We'd roam within a mile or so of our house, just walking in the woods, having fun, catching grasshoppers and
butterflies. We just walked all around, climbed trees, picked flowers and fruits. There was muscadine, it looks
like a grapevine running up a tree, we'd pick those grapes and eat them. There were also mahoe trees—they had
little bitty things that looked like an apple. We'd eat them right off the tree. That water in the creek was clear and
beautiful, it wasn't polluted like it is today. You could get down there and drink right out of that creek.

     Birds were out there, and squirrels and rabbits. Lots of birds. See the one over there, on the tree? That's a
woodpecker. Have you ever seen a woodpecker? Isn't it funny how he can cut that wood with his beak?

     I used to sit down in the woods sometimes by myself and just listen to the birds sing and the sounds of the
creek. I loved to sit by a creek and just meditate by myself. Have you ever done that? I've done it all my life.

11.       Muscadine is a type of

A. apple.
B. flower.
C. grape.
D. tree.

12.       The main purpose of this selection is to

A. provide information about "walking a log."
B. describe the childhood experiences of the author.
C. describe several differences between the past and present.
D. make suggestions about how to spend time in the woods.

13.       One contrast the author establishes between now and then is

A. how large the woods were.
B. how clean the water was.
C. the number of plants in the woods.
D. the number of flowers in the woods.
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14.       Mahoe trees had fruit that looked like little

A. apples.
B. flowers.
C. grapes.
D. blossoms.

Planting Peach Trees

  To plant a peach tree you will need: shovel
bare-root peach
tree
fertilizer
water hose
tree stake and
tie

     Visit a nursery in the springtime to select a peach tree that is good for your area and take it to the planting spot.
     Dig a hole more than twice as deep as the tree's roots with the shovel. Mix the fertilizer with the soil from the
hole. Make a cone out of the soil in the bottom of the hole so that this will support the tree's roots.
     If any roots on the tree are broken, cut them off just above the break. Put the tree into the hole and make sure that
the roots make a fan over the cone of soil. The tree should be planted deep enough so the graft, where the young tree
is joined to the roots, is two to four inches above the surface of the soil. Add or take out soil until it is just right.
     Fill the hole with more of the dirt and fertilizer mixture. When the hole is almost full, fill it with water and let it
settle into the soil. Put the support stake in six to ten inches from the trunk and tie the tree to it.
     Make sure you water the tree every week. It will soon sprout leaves, but it will take several years before it will
produce peaches.

15.       What is the next step after filling the hole with more of the dirt and fertilizer mixture?

A. Fill the hole with water.
B. Put in the support stake.
C. Make a cone out of the soil.
D. Cut off the broken tree roots.

16.       In which book would you MOST LIKELY find this passage?

A. Our Earth
B. Let's Recycle
C. Dynamic Roses
D. Springtime Gardening
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17.       According to the passage, how deep should you dig the hole for the tree?

A. six to ten feet deep
B. two to four inches below ground
C. more than two times as deep as the tree's roots
D. deep enough to cover just above the broken tree roots

18.       What will happen if you water the tree every week?

A. It will grow quickly.
B. It will soon sprout leaves.
C. It will soon produce seeds.
D. It will require more fertilizer.

19.       If you plant a peach tree this year, how long will it take before you can harvest some peaches?

A. one year
B. one month
C. several years
D. several months

20.       What is the MAIN idea of the passage?

A. how to plant a tree
B. fertilizing for fun and profit
C. making sure to water your trees
D. the fun of visiting a nursery in the spring

21.       What is the stake for?

A. to eat
B. to dig the hole
C. to support the tree
D. to hold water by the tree

22.       What will happen if you water the tree every week?

A. It will die.
B. It will soon sprout leaves.
C. It will soon produce peaches.
D. It will soon require more fertilizer.
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23.       In which book would you MOST likely find this passage?

A. Let's Recycle!
B. Our Earth
C. Springtime Gardening
D. Dynamic Roses

24.       What is the next step after filling the hole almost to the top with the mixture of dirt and fertilizer?

A. Make a cone out of the soil.
B. Cut off the broken tree roots.
C. Fill the hole with water.
D. Put in the support stake.

25.       According to the passage, how deep should you dig the hole for the tree?

A. two to four inches from the surface of the soil
B. more than two times as deep as the tree's roots
C. deep enough to cover just above the broken tree roots
D. six to ten inches deep
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Answer Key

1. B) how reading helps her as a writer

2. A) It has shown her how other authors create excitement and a fast pace.

3. C) read a lot

4. B) She remembered questions that students had asked her.

5. A) her love of books

6. C) He observed a tornado from an unusual point of view.

7. A) A funnel grows from the base of a thunderstorm.

8. D) whether there is a funnel

9. C) high winds

10. A) curious.

11. C) grape.

12. B) describe the childhood experiences of the author.

13. B) how clean the water was.

14. A) apples.

15. A) Fill the hole with water.

16. D) Springtime Gardening

17. C) more than two times as deep as the tree's roots

18. B) It will soon sprout leaves.

19. C) several years

20. A) how to plant a tree

21. C) to support the tree

22. B) It will soon sprout leaves.
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23. C) Springtime Gardening

24. C) Fill the hole with water.

25. B) more than two times as deep as the tree's roots
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