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The First Americans

     During the most recent Ice Age, people who lived in many parts of the world knew only an endless, bitter
winter. Ice Age people depended on animals for most of the things they needed to survive. They hunted animals
for food. They dressed in fur clothing. And they lived in shelters made from animal skins.

     As the Ice Age advanced and the animals fled, people followed. A few families, perhaps a total of twenty
people in each group, traveled together. Some of these small bands of hunters followed animal herds from
present-day Siberia to Alaska. These people became the first Americans.

     The hunters crossed from Asia to North America on a land bridge that appeared during the Ice Age. This land
bridge was as much as 1,000 miles wide. Much of the water that would normally be in the oceans was frozen. So
the water level was lower than it is today. Land now covered by the rough waters of the Bering Strait was
exposed for long periods of time.

     No one knows exactly when the first hunters came to Alaska. It may have been 25,000 years ago—or more.
In North America, these people found a climate much like the climate of Asia. Ice sheets covered most of the
northern areas. Only a few plants grew on rocky plains near the ice. Cold winds blew almost constantly.

     As the glaciers melted, food became more plentiful. The population grew, and some people moved
on—heading south and farther east. Eventually, many of the hunters settled in other parts of North America.
Some went as far as Central and South America.

     By the time Christopher Columbus "discovered" the New World, the descendents of the Ice Age people had
lived there for thousands of years.

1.       Where would you look to find more information on the early settlers of North America?

A. a science textbook
B. an atlas
C. a history textbook
D. the Guinness Book of World Records

2.       Another word that means the same as roam is

A. stop.
B. wander.
C. hunt.
D. play.
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3.       Why did the Ice Age people follow the animals across the Bering Strait into North America?

A. They were curious to see what the North American continent was like.
B. They depended upon the animals for survival.
C. They knew the glaciers in North America had already melted.
D. They were driven out of Asia by fierce Siberian tribes.

4.       Why is there no longer a land bridge between North America and Asia?

A. It is now covered with water.
B. It was covered by a glacier.
C. It was destroyed when it was no longer needed.
D. It was destroyed by erosion.

5.       The opposite of plentiful is

A. hungry.
B. lots.
C. beautiful.
D. scarce.

6.       A word that means the same as fled is

A. left.
B. gathered.
C. grew.
D. slept.

7.       How large was the land bridge that connected Asia and North America?

A. 50 miles wide
B. 100 miles wide
C. 500 miles wide
D. 1,000 miles wide

8. What topic should Brigit access on the Internet to find out where a university is located?

A. government

B. travel

C. U.S. news

D. education
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9. Between which two words will Becky find the word effect in a dictionary?

A. between edit and edge

B. between effective and egg

C. between efface and efficient

D. between economy and educate

10. Which sentence below would be a good closing sentence for a paragraph that argued against putting a parking
garage over a neighborhood park?

A. Parking garages are needed by more people in the neighborhood than parks.

B. That's why the neighborhood should keep the park and find another place for the parking garage.

C. Many kids in the neighborhood enjoy spending time at the local park.

D. On the other hand, parks offer kids a pretty safe place to be with their friends after school.

11. Calida is enjoying reading a book about the lives of America's first ladies. Where in her book can she look for a
list of more books on that topic?

A. the table of contents
B. the index
C. the glossary
D. the bibliography
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12. Use the paragraph below to answer this question.

1The library is always quiet, but we often find it hard to get our work done there. 2The old man in the comfortable

chair is pretending to read, but his snoring gives him away. 3The woman in the "special study area" is counting the

days in her calendar book, as if she doesn't know that the final tally will be 365. 4And me, I think I'd better clean my

glasses one more time.

Which of the following would make the BEST closing sentence for the paragraph above?

A. Almost everyone in the library goes there to work or study.

B. There are so many new ways to find information at the library.

C. The forced quiet of the library seems to challenge us to find ways to avoid work.

D. All of the people who go to the library get a lot of work done.
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13. Use the index below to answer this question.

   Index
Aluminum:
   bauxite, 25, 30, 38
   first industrial plant, 11–12, 14–15, 20
   how made, 13, 16–18
   nickname, 19, 21–24
   uses, 29, 32, 35
   weight, 33, 36, 37, 39
Argentina:
   cities, 52–53, 56–58
   foreign trade, 63, 67–69
   government, 54–55, 59–60
   industry, 70, 72

In the index above, where would you look to find information about how laws are made in Argentina?

A. 70, 72

B. 13, 16–18

C. 52–53, 56–58

D. 54–55, 59–60

14. Use the paragraph below to answer this question.

1Honeybees are very important to people. 2They make the honey that we eat. 3They also make the wax that can be

used in candles and crayons. 4Honeybees are also important to plants. 5The honeybees carry a yellow powder called

pollen from plant to plant. 6Plants need the pollen to make new flowers.

Which sentence above should be the beginning of a new paragraph?

A. sentence 3

B. sentence 4

C. sentence 5

D. sentence 6
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15. Which idea is repeated in the paragraph below?

   In the summer, Jackie is a lifeguard at a pool. She teaches swimming lessons in the mornings and sits in a chair in
the afternoons. She has to make sure the swimmers are being safe. A whistle is blown when someone is breaking the
rules. Jackie blows a whistle when she sees someone doing something that is unsafe.
A. Jackie is a lifeguard.

B. She teaches swimming lessons.

C. She sits in a chair.

D. She blows a whistle when someone is breaking the rules.

16. What is the problem with the paragraph below?

   It was a hot, sunny day, and the fish were biting. My brother caught five fish, and I caught four. Brother and I went
fishing. We had a great day together. We went fishing at the lake by our house.
A. It does not have a sentence.

B. The sentences are out of order.

C. It does not have a closing sentence.

D. The paragraph has unrelated information.

17. Josh read Chapter 3 in his history book. It was about early American settlers. He doesn't remember what frontier
means. Where in the book might he quickly find the definition?

A. table of contents
B. glossary
C. Chapter 3
D. index
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18. Adam is researching a report on snakes. What is the BEST resource to find more information about his topic?

A. an English textbook

B. a search engine

C. an atlas

D. a newspaper

19. In a paper about the lives of trees, which sentence below might be the BEST closing sentence to use?

A. There are many different trees in the world.
B. Trees are pretty, and green, and are important in our environment.
C. Some trees keep their leaves in winter.
D. If kept healthy, trees can live a very long time.

20. Use the paragraph below to answer this question.

1His parents hope he will keep up the good work. 2That is why Raul's teachers give him high grades. 3Raul does

well in school. 4He studies hard for tests and does his homework.

The sentences in the paragraph above are NOT in the correct order. How should they be placed in the correct order?

A. 3, 1, 2, 4

B. 2, 3, 1, 4

C. 4, 2, 3, 1

D. 3, 4, 2, 1
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21. Jim has decided to write a paragraph about mountain climbing. He has written the topic sentence below. Which
sentence should NOT be included in his paragraph?

   A mountain climber uses special equipment.
A. A mountain climber carries a pack.

B. A mountain climber must be strong.

C. A mountain climber takes ropes.

D. A mountain climber wears spiked boots.

22. Use the outline below to answer this question.

    John Singer Sargent
          I. Early Years
             A. Childhood
             B. Education
       II. Career
            A. Works of Art
            B. Exhibits and sales

       III. Influence Today
            A. Critics' comments
            B. Public support

Sandra is writing a report on the artist John Singer Sargent. Above is her outline. Under which number in the outline
should she place the information below?

Training as an artist

A. I, A

B. II, B

C. I, B

D. III, A
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23. Use the paragraph below to answer this question.

1The first hill on the new roller coaster ride combined slowness and speed to give a totally fantastic experience.
2The climb up the first hill started out very slowly and made me feel like this ride was a waste of my time. 3However,

once the coaster started down the first steep incline, my eyes were watering. 4I was sure I would never be able to

catch my breath. 5I didn't have a speedometer, but I felt like the coaster was going 200 miles an hour as it plunged

downward. 6I was gasping for breath at the end of that first hill.

Which sentence repeats an idea already stated in the paragraph above?

A. sentence 1

B. sentence 3

C. sentence 5

D. sentence 6

24. Use the paragraph below to answer this question.

1Jose took first place in the rodeo on Saturday. 2He had been practicing with his horse for over a year, just so he

could compete with the other riders. 3Never once did Jose skip practice or not try his best. 4When Jose was handed

the blue ribbon, he felt as though all his hard months of practice had been truly worthwhile.

Which is the closing sentence in the paragraph above?

A. sentence 1

B. sentence 2

C. sentence 3

D. sentence 4
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25. Which is the topic sentence for the paragraph?

1It is amazing but true that colors can affect a person's mood. 2A room painted green gives a calm feeling when
people look at it. 3Blue is also soothing and relaxing. 4Yellow may improve thinking, while red gives energy. 5Make
sure and choose a color that can help you relax in the room where you spend the most time.
A. sentence 1
B. sentence 2
C. sentence 3
D. sentence 4
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Answer Key

1. C) a history textbook

2. B) wander.

3. B) They depended upon the animals for survival.

4. A) It is now covered with water.

5. D) scarce.

6. A) left.

7. D) 1,000 miles wide

8. D) education

9. C) between efface and efficient

10. B) That's why the neighborhood should keep the park and find another place for the parking garage.

11. D) the bibliography

12. C) The forced quiet of the library seems to challenge us to find ways to avoid work.

13. D) 54–55, 59–60

14. B) sentence 4

15. D) She blows a whistle when someone is breaking the rules.

16. B) The sentences are out of order.

17. B) glossary

18. B) a search engine
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19. D) If kept healthy, trees can live a very long time.

20. D) 3, 4, 2, 1

21. B) A mountain climber must be strong.

22. C) I, B

23. D) sentence 6

24. D) sentence 4

25. A) sentence 1

 5th reading research writing process (5thread_researchwriteproc)

12


	 5th reading research writing process (5thread_researchwriteproc)

