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New Governor, State School Superintendent and down economy means change
A new year, a new governor, and a new

state school superintendent. Changes for
Georgia�s schools loom on the horizon.

The sagging Georgia economy is forcing
Governor Perdue and the legislature to make
tough choices on educational funding. Every
school system in Georgia faces budget cuts.
Henry County Schools is no exception.
More than 58% of  the revenue for the
school system comes from the state. The
Henry County Board of  Education and
school administrators are confronted with
reducing spending for the remainder of this
school year by two percent in instructional
areas and five percent in non-instructional
areas. That may not sound like much, but in
a budget that exceeds $171 million, that
equates to approximately $2 million.

Governor Perdue and State School
Superintendent Kathy Cox have not revealed
any exact plans for programs implemented
by former Governor Barnes. The governor
said he was going to attempt to freeze the
maximum class size at the current level for
the next two years. He anticipates the Early
Intervention Program (EIP) will remain in
place; however, the Supplemental Instruction
Extension Program (SIEP) may be lost.
Neither Perdue or Cox support the imple-
mentation of End-of-Course testing for high
school students.

Lottery funding will be designated for
HOPE scholarships and Pre-K programs
only, so Henry County Schools will no
longer get lottery funds to purchase new
technology for schools.

Charles, Hudalla sworn in
During the Henry County Board of

Education�s study session on January 6, two
Board members were sworn in. Ray Hudalla,
reelected from District 5, and Erik Charles,
newly elected from District 4, were instated
by Judge Del Butrill. Charles replaced former
Board Member Dennis White who did not
run for reelection.

Charles, an employee of  Southern Linc,
a division of  the Southern Company, is a
father of  two and a Henry County Schools
parent. His oldest child is a student at
Hickory Flat Elementary. �I am very excited
about being a Board Member,� says Charles.

He began attending
Board meetings in
September 2002 and has

Newly elected Board of  Education Member,
Erik Charles, is sworn in

The governor also says that capital
outlay funds for new school construction
will also be cut significantly which will mean
a 40% reduction in the money the system
receives from the state to build schools.

School system officials have imple-
mented expenditure reductions already. Only
purchases for consumable classroom
supplies are being approved. Some vacated
positions are not being refilled. Administra-
tors expect to manage all budget reductions
without forcing any employees out of  their
jobs or affecting classroom instruction.

Budget restrictions for the upcoming
school year do not look any brighter, but
parents should be assured that classroom
instruction will not suffer as a result of
budget cuts.

started a quest to visit every school.
In other business, Ray Hudalla was

voted Board Chairman and Mary Ann
Mitcham was selected to the Vice-
Chairman�s position.
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Hats off to...
Sallie Drew, Betsy MacMillan, and
Charlie Tucker of  Eagle�s Landing High
School won a Silver Award in the Marketing
Plan Career Development Event at the
National FFA Convention.

Charlie Tucker and James McHugh,
Eagle�s Landing High students, were named
National Finalists and winners in the Botany
Division of  the Agriscience Fair at the
National FFA Convention.

The Stockbridge High School Band won
the Grand Championship at the State Band
Competition in November.

Dr. Gordon Baker, Coordinator of  Instruc-
tional Technology, was awarded a certificate
for outstanding achievement and dedication
in service to the Georgia Media Association,
the Georgia Library Association and the
Georgia Association for Instructional
Technology.

Shelly Erickson, Stephanie Nix, and
Joshua Durrance of  Stockbridge High
School, won first place in the state in the
Junior Division of  the Georgia Junior
Academy of  Science Scientific Problem
Solving Bowl.

Judith Taylor, a senior at Stockbridge High
School, recently achieved a perfect score in
the WordMasters Challenge, a national
competition for high school students that
requires close reading and analysis of many
different kinds of  prose and poetry.

Joanna Young, also a senior at Stockbridge
High School, was chosen as first alternate
for the 2002-03 U.S. Senate Youth Program.

Scott Mason, teacher and football coach at
Union Grove High, was selected as the
Atlanta Journal Constitution Southside

Coach of  the Year.

Pate�s Creek Elementary
Beta Club won the

The Board of  Education honored nine
teachers in Henry County Schools at the
January Board of  Education Meeting for
their recent National Board Certification by
the National Board of  Teaching Standards.
The nine educators all completed the
rigorous National Board Certification
process bringing the total number of
National Board Certified Teachers in Henry
County to 17.  They are among 380 teachers
across the state that earned their profession�s
top honor this year by achieving National
Board Certification.

With the new certificates, the state now
has 815 National Board Certified Teachers.
This year, Georgia has the sixth highest
number of  new National Board Certified
Teachers in the United States. Nationwide,
there are 23,930 teachers with the certifica-
tion.

To become Nationally Board Certified,
teachers complete a demanding perfor-
mance-based assessment that takes nearly a

year to complete. Through this process,
teachers document their deep knowledge of
the subject matter they teach, provide
evidence that they know how to teach their
subjects to students effectively, and demon-
strate their ability to manage and measure
student learning.

The teachers who received their Na-
tional Board Certification are:

Susan Bowlin � Austin Road Elementary
Reginald Kimball � Union Grove

Middle
Jeanetta Martin � Wesley Lakes

Elementary
Rachel Moss � Unity Grove Elementary
Helen Ray � Austin Road Elementary
Sherri Santos � Wesley Lakes Elementary
Amanda Boutelle - Hickory Flat

Elementary
Kelly Teague � McDonough Elementary
Kimberly White-Fredette � Smith

Barnes Elementary

Songfest Competition at the State Beta Club
Convention. They will compete for the
National Title this summer.

Karen Ingram, teacher at Pleasant Grove
Elementary, was honored by USA Today.
Her website was chosen as a �Best Bet� by
the national publication.

Michael Eddy, coordinator of  fine arts and

Nine teachers receive national certification

director of  Title I for Henry County
Schools, was chosen to serve on the Georgia
Department of  Education Title I Committee.

Locust Grove Elementary received the
coveted Henry County Schools United Way
Giving Cup  for having the greatest partici-
pation by staff  and students in the school
system�s annual United Way Campaign.
Continued on page 8 - Hats Off

Board Chairman
Ray Hudalla (far
right) with Henry
County�s newest
National Board
Certified Teachers.



Each December, the members of  the
Board of  Education choose Areas of
Focus for the upcoming school year. The
Board again has high standards in setting
its goals for 2003. School system adminis-
trators are committed to achieving these
goals along with our staff. We ask parents
and our business partners to commit with
us as we work to improve our school
system.

Continue focus on reading and
mathematics instruction and student
achievement: Based on spring 2002
Criterion Referenced Competency Tests
(CRCT) results in grades that were previ-
ously tested, students continued to show
improvement in reading achievement.
Students also demonstrated improvement
in mathematics achievement scores from
the 2001 to the 2002 administration of the
CRCT. There remains, however, a gap in
student achievement between reading
scores and mathematics scores. This gap
ranges from one to fifteen percent (of
students scoring at the meets or exceeds
expectations levels). We now have begun
the training of  teachers and implementa-
tion of  the �Everyday Counts Calendar
Math Program� for all students in grades
K-5. With this program and our continued
focus on reading and mathematics instruc-
tion at all grade levels, it is expected that
we can close the gap between reading and
mathematics achievement while our
reading and math scores continue to
improve.

Continue focus on increasing our
high school completion rate: The high
school completion rate in Henry County
Schools has increased from 69% during
the 1997-98 school year to 82% during the
2000-01 school year. We are proud of  this
improvement, but we want to see the

Jack Parish
Superintendent

completion rate reach or
get very near the 100%
level. We are making
efforts to continue to
raise the aspirations and
expectations of our
students. We hope that
our student population soon will not see
high school graduation as the end of  their
formal education. Instead, they should be
preparing themselves in high school for
the post-secondary options of  their
choice. Programs currently in place
specifically designed to address the issue
of  high school completion: Patrick Henry
High School, ninth grade transition

programs, parental involvement, Evening
Academy and the Second Chance Pro-
gram.

Ensuring Success for each student:
As our school system becomes more
diverse in many ways, we realize that all of
our students do not learn in the same
manner. We welcome this diversity and the
value that it adds to our students� educa-
tion. We do, however, realize that achieve-
ment gaps exist between various sub-
groups of  students in our school system.
We will disaggregate all student achieve-
ment data and closely study the data to
determine any and all achievement trends
that exist among subgroups of  our student

population. Further, once those determi-
nations are made, we must implement
appropriate instructional strategies that
meet the needs of  individual students and
help ensure success for each child.

Implementation of the No Child
Left Behind Act:: On January 8, 2002,
President Bush signed into law the No
Child Left Behind Act of  2001. This
comprehensive federal legislation is
designed to help bring about improvement
in student achievement in schools
throughout the United States. This federal
legislation does, however, require signifi-
cant changes in some areas of  operation
for most school districts. Some of  the
most highly publicized components of this
law include the provisions of  limited
school choice, regular student assessment,
supplemental education services, measures
of  Adequate Yearly Progress, and highly
qualified teachers for all students. As with
the previous area of focus of ensuring
success for each student, it is our intent to
ensure that �no child left behind� becomes
a deliverable rather than a political slogan.
We will implement all components of  the
No Child Left Behind Act to best meet the
needs of  individual students.

Implementation and assessment of
the �Balanced Scorecard� indicators:
The initiative to which we refer as the
�Balanced Scorecard� is simply a way for
all individuals associated with the school
system to be able to take a quick but
comprehensive view of  how the school
system is doing. With this initiative, we
identified four broad areas that contain
indicators that we believe represent the
qualities of  a successful school system. All
of the indicators on the list are measurable
so that anyone, at any given time, can
determine how we are progressing toward
our stated goals. Also, the identification of

A Note from the Superintendent

Commit with us
as we work to
improve our
school system.

Dr. Jack Parish, Superintendent

Continued on page 4 - Superintendent
Page 3



STAR Students honored
Erin Mordecai of  Eagle�s Landing

High School is a star - STAR Student, that
is. She was chosen as Henry County�s
STAR Student for 2003.

The business community and school
officials gathered at a breakfast on February
13 to honor Henry County�s STAR Stu-
dents and STAR Teachers.

The student at each high school with
the highest SAT score (in one sitting) and
in the top ten percent of  the class, is
selected for the STAR honor. They, in turn,
choose the teacher that influenced them
most during their school years.

Henry County�s 2001 STAR student
and UGA junior, Thomas Mittenzwei, was
the keynote speaker at the event, hosted by
the Henry County Chamber of  Commerce.

Superintendent -Continued from page 3
these indicators should assist in keeping
everyone associated with the school
system focused on and directed toward the
achievement of  our stated goals. The four
broad areas include, measures of  student
achievement, internal climate measures,
measures of  community support of
schools and the school system, and
measures of  a safe and orderly environ-
ment.

Project and develop our facility
needs through the 2010-11 school year:
In October 2000, the Board of Education
approved a facilities-need plan that
addressed our needs for school facilities
through the 2007-08 school year. We are
progressing on schedule, and on some
projects, ahead of  schedule, toward
making this plan a reality. With Henry
County�s distinction as one of  the fastest
growing counties in the United States, we
cannot afford to allow our focus on future
school facilities to wane. During 2003, we
will project out student enrollment figures
through the 2010-11 school year and
develop a facilities-need plan that identif
ies the facility needs of  an ever increasing
student population.

Together, we can achieve the best for
our children.

As Superintendent Dr. Jack Parish
introduced the county�s STAR students, he
said, �Every single one of  these represents
the best and brightest in Henry County.
We�re proud of  each and every one of
them..�

The 2003 STAR Students and Teachers
are:

Erin Mordecai - Eagle�s Landing High
and Henry County STAR Student, Stephen
Bain - STAR Teacher

Sarah Moon - Stockbridge High School
STAR Student, Jackie Hand - STAR Teacher

Anna Fry - Henry County High School
STAR Student, Jeff  Burns - STAR Teacher

Jerrad Hampton - Union Grove High
School STAR Student, Matt Portwood -
STAR Teacher

Above:: 2003 Henry County
STAR Student Erin
Mordecai and STAR teacher
Stephen Bain receive plaques
from Superintendent Jack
Parish.

Left: Senator Mike Crotts
read House and Senate
Resoluations honoring
Mordecai and Bain.

“If your plan is for one year,

plant rice. If your plan is for

10 years, plant trees. If your

plan is for 100 years,

educate children.”

Confucius

Page 4



School safety in times of crisis
The threat alerts recently issued by the

U.S. Office of  Homeland Security have
raised the anxiety level for many people in
our community. Parents are concerned about
their children�s safety while they are school.

Each public school in Henry County has
a comprehensive safety plan that has been
approved by the Georgia Emergency
Management Agency (GEMA). The plan
addresses a wide range of  possible incidents.
Every teacher has an Emergency Ready
Reference, which is a guide for responding to
various types of  emergencies.

Every day, our first responsibility is to
ensure that students and staff are safe and
secure. If  a code orange or code red alert is
issued, we will follow the directions of  the
Georgia Office of Homeland Security and
local public safety agencies.

If  an actual incident occurs, our
response will depend on the nature of  the
incident.

> If it is unsafe for students and staff
to remain inside the building, we will
conduct an evacuation drill. If  necessary, we

will relocate the students and staff to
another safe location. We will then follow
the directions given by public safety person-
nel.

> If  there is an intruder or threat of
violence on or near the school campus, we
will conduct a lock down drill. All students
and staff  will remain behind locked doors.
We will then follow the directions given by
public safety personnel.

> If  there is a threat of  severe
weather or hazardous materials (biological or
chemical) outside the school, we will conduct

a shelter-in-place drill. All students and staff
will move to safe locations inside the school
building (interior classrooms and away from
windows and doors). We will then follow the
directions given by public safety personnel.

Generally, schools maintain a week�s
supply of  food. Each classroom is equipped
with an emergency first aid kit, and there are
basic medical supplies in the school office.

Schools are also equipped with emer-
gency lighting systems, fire extinguishers,
flashlights, radios, bullhorns, and two-way
radios.

If  an incident occurs, our first priority
will be to ensure that all students are safe
and under adult supervision.

The superintendent�s office will notify
the news media and provide updated
information on the school system�s website.

Parents should tune in to local radio and
television stations or access the school
system website at www.henry.k12.ga.us.

If a student or staff member is trans-
ported to a hospital, designated school
personnel will accompany them. Parents
and/or family members will be notified.
Parents should be sure that schools always
have up-to-date lists of  emergency contact
persons and current telephone numbers.

If  an incident occurs, we understand a
parent�s concern about their children and
their desire to know if  they are safe. It is

Parents should make sure
that schools always have up-
to-date lists of emergency
contact persons with current
phone numbers.

only natural for parents to be upset and rush
to the scene. However, parents must be
careful to avoid hampering the work of
schools and public safety officials.

Parents can help manage a crisis
situation in the following ways:

> Remain calm. Do your best to
cooperate with school and public safety
officials.

> Keep roads clear. Be aware that
traffic or parking congestion could hamper
access of  public safety vehicles.

> Keep phone lines open. Be aware
that excessive phone calls to the school
could jam the phone system and hamper
emergency communications.

> Be patient. Students will be
released to their parents, guardians, or
emergency contact persons as soon as it is
safe to do so. Remember this must be done
in an orderly manner so we can account for
all students.

If  you would like more information
about your school�s safety plan, contact a
school administrator. You may also contact
Tony Pickett, coordinator of  administrative
services at 770/957-6601 or
tpickett@henry.k12.ga.us. In addition, you
can contact the Georgia Emergency Manage-
ment Agency at 404/635-7228 or
www.gema.state.ga.us.
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2003 Summer School Dates set
The 2003 Summer School will run from June 11 through July 23, 2003, at Eagle�s

Landing High School. Repeat coursework will be offered in all levels of  English, Physical
Science, Biology, Science/Technology/Society, Applied Problem Solving, Algebra I, II, and
III, Applied Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry, U. S. and World History, Spanish I and II,
Government, and Economics.  New coursework in Personal Fitness, Health, Computer
Applications, Mutimedia Applications and Music Appreciation will also be offered.

A schedule of  classes will be developed based on student registration and teacher
availability. A minimum of  15 students is required for a class to be taught. Additional courses
may be added, provided the minimum number of  fifteen students has registered for a
particular course. Students may register for up to three courses.

Tuition for Henry County students is $200 per course. Out-of-county students will pay
$400 per course.

Registration and payment for Summer School will be in the Media Center at Eagle�s
Landing High School on Thursday, June 5 or Friday June 6 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. All registra-
tion forms must be signed by a counselor from the student�s school BEFORE registration.
Payment may be made in cash, money order or cashier�s check made payable to Henry
County Schools. No personal or business checks will be accepted.

For additional summer school information, see your high school counselor or check the
school system website at www.henry.k12.ga.us.

Enrollment projected to exceed 30,000
According to Dr. Preston Malcom, assistant superintendent for administrative services,

enrollment for the 2003-04 school will exceed 30,000 students. Malcom has been doing the
enrollment projection since 1989. �His margin of  error has been very slim.Never over one
percent,� says Dr. Jack Parish, superintendent of  schools.

School administrators rely heavily on Malcom�s projections to determine how many
teachers they will need at what grade level for the upcoming year. The numbers also deter-
mine how many additional portable classrooms will be needed, how much furniture will be
needed fill them, how many textbooks to order and how many buses will be needed to
transport students to and from school.

�Henry County Schools has been growing at about seven to eight percent a year,� says
Malcom. There aren�t many other school systems around the state growing at that rate. There
are areas within Henry County that are seeing  as much as thirteen percent growth as
evidenced by the rapidly growing number of  trailers in evidence at some schools, such as
East Lake Elementary and Union Grove Middle and High.

Board changes Study Session time
The members of  the Board of  Education voted to change the time and day of  the

monthly study session meeting at their first regular meeting of  the year. The study session
will be the Wednesday prior to the second Monday of  the month at 4 p.m. The regular
meeting remains on the second Monday at 7 p.m.

2001-02 Annual Report is on-line
This is the first time Henry County Schools has produced an on-line version of  the Annual
Report, saving taxpayers an estimated $20,000 in printing and mailing costs. You may view
the report on-line at www.henry.k12.ga.us. If  you would like a printed copy of  the 2001-02
Annual Report, please call 770/957-6601 to request one.

2004-05 calendar approved
The 2004-05 School Calendar was approved at the January Board of  Education meeting. The
calendar can be seen on the school system�s website at www.henry.k12.ga.us.

The Henry County Board of  Educa-
tion wants your comments on recom-
mended additions, deletions, or revisions
of  the Henry County Employee and
Student Handbooks for the next school
year.

The student handbooks can be
viewed on-line at www.henry.k12.ga.us.
Copies of  Student and Employee Hand-
books are also available for review from
school principals or at the school system�s
central office at 396 Tomlinson Street,
McDonough, GA 30253.

Please submit written comments and/
or suggestions regarding the handbook to
Mr. Tony Pickett, Coordinator of  Admin-
istrative Services, before Friday, May 6,
2003. Written comments can be emailed
to tpickett@henry.k12.ga.us or mailed to
Mr. Pickett�s attention at 396 Tomlinson
Street, McDonough, GA 30253.

If  you prefer to make your comments
in person, the Henry County Board of
Education will hear your comments
during the public participation section of
the regularly scheduled Board of  Educa-
tion Meeting. These meetings will be held
at the Administrative Offices located at
396 Tomlinson Street, McDonough, GA.

It is anticipated that the Henry
County Board of  Education will take final
action on the Henry County Employee
and Student Handbooks at its regularly
scheduled meeting on May 12, 2003.

BOE seeks input on
handbooks

* Henry County school buses travelled
over 2.9 million miles in 2001-02?
* School nutrition employees served
almost 2.7 million meals during the
2001-02 school year?

Did you know.....
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Henry County keeps school open on coldest day in a decade

THE
BUS
STOP

Most parents
are concerned with
what goes on inside
their child�s school.
However, some-
times we may forget
that children have
to get to and from

school as well.
It is just as important to ensure that

children and adolescents have guidelines and
rules for travelling between home and
school. Parents can go a long way in rein-
forcing the regulations and safety measures
that teachers, administrators and bus drivers
have for school transportation.

Here are some tips for parents with
children who ride the bus, or a similar
vehicle, to and from school. Encourage your
child to:

·  Arrive at the bus stop early. If  children
are late to the bus stop, they may attempt to
run after the bus, and this can lead to
injuries.

·  Stand back from the curb while
waiting for the bus. The bus stop is not a
playground, and children should never play
near the road.

·  Quickly find a seat and sit down.
·  Always sit facing forward. The high-

backed, padded seats are designed to protect
students during sudden stops.

·  Never stand or switch seats. When-
ever the bus is moving, passengers must
remain in their seats.

·  Never eat or drink on the bus. While
this rule helps keep the bus clean, that is not
the reasoning behind it. More than one case
has occurred of  a child choking on a piece
of food when the bus hit a dip or had to
stop suddenly.
·  Never lean or reach out a window. Stu-
dents can be severely injured and even killed
while hanging out of  the window.

·  Only cross in front of the bus
when you can see the driver�s face and
signal. Never walk behind the bus.
Drivers cannot see pedestrians crossing
behind the bus.

·  Never reach under the bus. Each
year students are injured and killed when
they reach under their school buses to pick
up a paper or treasured object. Therefore,
carry all books and papers in a zipped book
bag or satchel so that papers and objects will
not blow or fall under the bus.

If  your child does not ride the bus to
school, you can still provide rules for
travelling:

·  If  your child walks to school, make

sure he or she is with friends. The group
should walk on the main sidewalks and not
take shortcuts through woods or empty lots.
·  Give your child a whistle to blow if  he or
she is in danger. A whistle will attract
attention and may ward off  a crime.

·  Make sure your child wears a seat belt
if  driving or being driven to school. Remem-
ber that most accidents occur within 10
miles of  home.

·  Teach your child to never accept rides
from people he or she does not know.

·  Although it may be hard
for you, talk frankly with

your children and teach
them some common
tricks of  child molest-
ers.

Parents can use
these simple practices to ensure

that their children know how to travel
safely.

·  Role play. Act out certain situations
children may find themselves in, and ask
them what they would do.

·  Tell your child how to contact you in a
hurry. Give him or her your work phone
number. Teach her or him how to call
collect. Teach your child when and how to
call 911.

The coldest day in years didn�t keep
Henry County students home. School
officials met Thursday, January 23 several
times during the day to discuss options for
the school day on Friday, predicted to be
the coldest day in a number of  years.

After checking weather reports,
Superintendent Dr. Jack Parish, spoke with
superintendents of  surrounding school
districts to find out what they were
planning for the following day. He then
spoke with the Beverly Skipper, Transpor-

tation Director, to make
sure buses would be
operational and safe, and

finally talked with the Facilities Director
Allen Guimarin to assure that heating
systems in each school were functioning

properly.
Bus drivers went out in the extreme

cold around 2 a.m. to start their buses to
make sure they were operational. By four
a.m., Dr. Parish was in the Transportation
office to make sure all buses were running
before making the final decision to hold
school.

 To keep children from standing in the
cold waiting for the bus, a letter was sent
home with students the day before telling
them to wait inside for buses to come.

All students were at school by 9 a.m.
on Friday, January 24. There were a few
schools that reported some heat outages
but overall, the day went smoothly.

Jef f
Herron,
bus
mechanic,
keeps buses
working
properly
and safely,
even on
frigid days.



Board of Education Calendar
Wednesday, March 5, 4 p.m....................................Study Session
Monday, March 10, 7 p.m.................................. Regular Meeting
Wednesday, April 2, 4 p.m......................................Study Session
Monday, April 14, 7 p.m....................................Regular Meeting
Wednesday, May 7, 4 p.m.......................................Study Session
Monday, May 12, 7 p.m....................................Regular Meeting

Study sessions begin at 4 p.m. Regularly scheduled meetings
begin at 7 p.m. Both study sessions and regular meetings are
held in the Board Room of the Administrative Offices, 396
Tomlinson St., McDonough unless otherwise noted.  The public
is invited to attend.

It is the policy of the Henry County School System not to discriminate on the
basis of age, sex, race, color, religion, national origin, or disability in its
educational programs, activities, or employment practices.

Dr. Jack Parish, Superintendent
Henry County School System
396 Tomlinson Street
McDonough, Georgia  30253
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New principals named
Four new principals have recently been

named. George Eckerle, currently the
principal of  the Evening Academy, will be
the principal at Luella High School. Joe
Landerman, currently the principal of
Fairview Elementary, will be the principal at
Flippen Elementary. Union Grove High
assistant principal, Vanthony Smith will take

Mr. Eckerle�s
place at the
Evening
Academy and

Cheryl Strozier, principal at
Jasper County Primary
School from Monticello will
take over Landerman�s role
at Fairview Elementary.

Hats off - Continued from page 2
Regional Literary Contest winners - Kaitlin
Johnson, 5th grader from Hampton
Elementary, and Patrick Edmond, 8th
grader from Henry County Middle, won
second place in grade level in the Poetry
Recitation division. Allison Stanford, 3rd
grader at Wesley Lakes Elementary, and
Patrick Edmond, both brought home first
place awards in the Essay competition at
their grade level. Shannon Hotch, 7th
grader at Eagle�s Landing Middle, won

second place in the Essay competi-
tion.

Kelli Canterbury, an 8th grader
from Eagle�s Landing Middle, is the
county-wide spelling champion.
Ian Bennett, a Pate�s Creek
Elementary 5th grader, is the first
alternate. They will represent Henry
County at the Regional Spelling
Bee. Ashley Ussery, a 7th grader

from Luella Middle School placed third in
the spell-off.  Grade winners were: Britni
Crump, 4th Grade, Hickory Flat Elemen-
tary, Ian Bennett, 5th Grade, Pate�s Creek
Elementary, Brittny Wood, 6th Grade,
Stockbridge Middle, Ashley Ussery, 7th
Grade, Luella Middle, Kelli Canterbury, 8th
Grade, Eagle�s Landing Middle.

George Eckerle, newly named
principal at Luella High

School

High school graduations
scheduled

Bad weather or hot temperatures will
not hamper graduation activities this year.
For the first time in many years, all Henry
County High Schools will share a graduation
site. The Showcase Event Center in McDon-
ough will host the 2003 graduations during
the last weekend in May.

This year�s graduations are scheduled as
follows:
Eagle�s Landing - Friday, May 30 at 7:30 p.m.
Stockbridge - Saturday, May 31 at 10 a.m.
Henry County - Saturday, May 31 at 3 p.m.
Union Grove - Saturday, May 31 at 7 p.m.

Cheryl Strozier will be principal
at Fairview Elementary


