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Henry County tests electronic gradebook program

Henry County school officials just received aggregate
scores for Criterion Referenced Competency Tests
(CRCT) that were administered to students last spring. In
April 2002, students were tested on their knowledge of
Georgia’s Quality Core Curriculum in reading, language
arts, and mathematics. The test results are presented as the
percentage of students in grades four, six, and eight that
meet, exceed or fail to meet the state’s expectations in
those curriculum areas.

Henry County showed improvement in seven out of
nine areas when compared with scores on tests adminis-
tered in 2001. Henry County students’ scores were also
well above the state averages in all areas. “We are pleased
with our 2002 CRCT results. The increase in scores can be
attributed to the hard work by students, teachers, and
administrators in our schools, and the continued focus we

have given to providing effective reading
instruction. Though our students demon-
strated significant improvements, we

   Henry County 2000- 2002 CRCT Scores
% of students meeting or exceeding learning standards

Reading 4 Language Arts 4 Math 4
00    01    02 00    01    02 00    01    02

Henry Co. 73    79    86 78    80    84 69    65    72
State 65    74    79 71    74    77 62    63    66

Reading 6 Language Arts 6 Math 6
00    01    02 00    01    02 00    01    02

Henry Co. 83    84    86 74    73    75 69    75    73
State 71    77    80 61    64    66 76    69    69

Reading 8 Language Arts 8 Math 8
00    01    02 00    01    02 00    01    02

Henry Co. 78    87    86 69    72    78 57    59    71
State 75    82    80 65    68    72 54    58    65

continue to look for ways to improve students’ learning in
all areas,” says Dr. Jack Parish, Henry County Schools
Superintendent.

CRCT results show improvement in most areas

An innovative component of the system coming in the
future is a parent connection called EdLine where a parent can
access his/her child’s grades any time during the year from any
computer with Internet access.   Parents will be issued a user
name and password to maintain security.

There will be an added benefit for students as well.
Teachers will be able to post assignments, class activities,

news, and a calendar on their own web page so students
can access missed assignments and activities.

Ware plans to have technology training available for
parents to teach them how to access their child’s grades
through the Internet.

Rosetta Riddle, instructional technology teacher at
Stockbridge High, has been teaching teachers how to use the

program. “The opportunity for parents to regularly monitor
their children’s progress is an outstanding benefit,” says Riddle.
She concluded that the gradebook program will be beneficial
for parents, students and teachers.

Teachers have been busy learning how to use a new elec-
tronic gradebook program called Jackson Grade Quick. The
system will allow teachers to download a student roster from
the student information system, input students’ grades, and then
upload the grades back to the student information system which
will produce grade reports at the end of the
grading period. The program relieves many
of the manual steps teachers have had to do
in the past.

Six schools are participating in the pilot
project - McDonough Elementary, Cotton
Indian Elementary, Stockbridge Middle,
Henry County Middle, Union Grove High
and Stockbridge High.  Ann Ware, Director
of Technology Services, hopes to have all middle and high
schools and elementary grades 3-5 on line with the new
gradebook by the beginning of the semester that begins in
January 2003.



FLIPPEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Nicholas Cooper, Jeremy Carmack and Megan Tiu, Mount
Carmel Elementary students, won first place in the National
Math and Logic Contest for second grade.

Connor Campbell, a fifth grader at Wesley Lakes Elementary,
won the Crayola Dream Maker Award for his mask entry.

Taurean Summers, currently a ninth grader at Stockbridge
High, won first place at the regional level in the Recitation
Competition last spring as an eighth grader at Stockbridge
Middle School.

Joanna Young, a senior at Stockbridge High School, was
selected as Henry County’s nominee for the United States
Senate Program.

Julie Toms, art teacher at McDonough Elementary, was
selected to receive the Georgia Art Education Association
Youth Art Month Award of Excellence for her participation and

outstanding observance of Youth Art Month In Georgia in 2002.
She will be honored by the GAEA in November.

Ruth Welborn, AP English teacher at Stockbridge High
School, was appointed to serve as a member of the College
Board committee that will develop the SAT II, Literature
subject test for the year 2002-03. Welborn  was selected for her
experience, expertise, dedication and reputation and is the only
public school teacher in the nation to serve on the five-member
committee.

The Henry County School Bus Safety Week Poster winners are:
Taylor Sides, 1st grader at East Lake Elementary, Division 1,
Sarah Starr, 5th grader at Cotton Indian Elementary, Division
2, Lisa Dinh, 6th grader at Eagle’s Landing Middle School,
Division 3, and Renee Vallar, 3rd grader from Wesley Lakes
Elementary, Division 4.

Dr. Marian Tillotson, Coordinator of Mathematics, and Dr.
Lois Wolfe, Coordinator of Social Studies, were selected to
serve on the state Quality Core Curriculum (QCC) Revision
Committee.

LUELLA HIGH SCHOOL

For additional information regarding either of these proposed attendance zones, please call Dr. Preston Malcom, Assistant
Superintendent of Administrative Services or Tony Pickett, Coordinator of Administrative Services at 770/957-6601 or e-mail at
pmalcom@ixnetcom.com or tpickett@henry.k12.ga.us. Written comments may be mailed to either of these people at Henry
County Schools, 396 Tomlinson Street, McDonough, GA  30253.

In addition, the Henry County Board of Education will receive public comments regarding these proposals at its scheduled
meetings on November 11 and December 9. These meetings begin at 7 p.m. and are held at the Administrative
Offices located at 396 Tomlinson Street, McDonough, GA.

It is anticipated that the Henry County Board of Education will take final action regarding both of these
proposed zones at it regularly scheduled meeting on December 9, 2002.

Hats off to...

The proposed Flippen Elementary School attendance zone
includes anyone living south of Eagle’s Landing Parkway, east
of I-75, west of Highway 42 and north of (but not including)
Jonesboro Road to (and including) Dailey Mill Road.

Maps of the proposed enrollment zone will be available for
viewing at Wesley Lakes Elementary and Hickory Flat Elemen-
tary Schools, as well as the Henry County Schools administra-
tive offices.

The proposed Luella High School attendance zone is the
same as the current enrollment zone for Luella Middle School.

Maps of the proposed enrollment zone will be available for
viewing at Henry County High and Eagle’s Landing High
Schools, as well as the Henry County Schools administrative
offices.

HICKORY FLAT ELEMENTARY and EAST LAKE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
With the opening of Flippen Elementary School, enrollment at
Hickory Flat is expected to decrease. A portion of the East Lake
Elementary attendance zone is proposed to be rezoned to
Hickory Flat Elementary to ease overcrowded conditions at

East Lake. A map of the proposed change in the Hickory Flat
and East Lake Enrollment zones will be available at East Lake
Elementary and Hickory Flat Elementary as well as the Henry
County Schools administrative offices.

ENROLLMENT ZONE MODIFICATIONS FOR:

PROPOSED ENROLLMENT ZONES FOR:



A note from the Superintendent:

THE
BUS
STOP

Henry County’s exceptional growth continues to be
vividly demonstrated in every facet of the school system.
This year alone, we have over 2,000 more students than we
had at this same time last year. In addition to the ever-
increasing number of students in our school system, our
student population is becoming increasingly diverse.
Minority students now represent approximately 31% of our
total student population. A growing number of children
come from homes where English is not the primary lan-
guage spoken.

To prepare for an increasingly changing and dynamic
population, a group of school administrators, teachers, parents,
community members and business leaders have been meeting
monthly since April of this year to discuss the growing cultural
diversity in Henry County. Anita Richardson, coordinator of
staff development, is chairing the group which has named itself
REACH - Respecting All Cultures Equally in Henry County.
This group hopes to increase teachers’ and students’ awareness
of our diverse community, and the needs that arise as a result.

REACH is developing a four-phase approach for the

preparation and implementation of a system-wide
diversity plan. Richardson says REACH intends
to integrate the plan with the academic and
character education curriculums.

Richardson encourages parents to become
involved in REACH. She says, “When parents
and teachers become more involved, they become
more sensitive to this multifaceted issue.”  If you
are interested in more information on REACH,
contact Ms. Richardson at 770/957-6601 or

arichardson@henry.k12.ga.us.
Ms. Richardson recently shared a quote with me from a

REACH meeting. “We could learn a lot from crayons: some are
sharp, some are pretty, some are dull, some have weird names,
and all are different colors, but they all have to live in the same
box.” My desire is that the students and staff in our schools can
become like crayons. They all retain their individuality and
uniqueness but live and work together to compliment each
other in all that we do.

Jack Parish
Superintendent

Many parents ask questions about
school bus safety. Here are a few of
the most frequently asked questions
and answers.
Why don’t buses have seat belts?

School bus crash data from the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)

show that a requirement for seat belts on buses would provide little, if
any added protection in a crash. Rather than seat belts, NHTSA
determined that the best way to provide crash protection for passen-
gers is through a concept called “compartmentalization.”
What is compartmentalization?

Compartmentalization requires that the interior of large school
buses provide protection for children without the need to buckle-up.
Occupant crash protection is provided by a protective envelope
consisting of strong, closely spaced seats that have energy-absorbing
seat backs.
Who is driving my child?

Henry County does background checks and motor vehicle reports on all
prospective drivers. Employed drivers are subject to a motor vehicle check
three times annually. Drivers must maintain an outstanding driving record
both in their personal vehicles and in commercial vehicles and buses.  School
bus drivers receive more training than do most other commercial vehicle

operators. During summer months, drivers attend
classes on driver and vehicle safety and first aid.
Throughout the school year, they meet with other drivers
periodically to discuss safety and traffic issues. All bus

drivers must pass an annual physical, drug testing, and attend an annual
State Department of Education Safety meeting. All drivers are subject to
random drug and alcohol testing on a monthly basis.
How safe are school buses?

According to the Nattional Safety Council, school buses are the safest
form of ground transportation.
What is the number of people who can safely sit on a school bus seat?

There are no regulations that specify the number of persons that can sit
in a bus seat. The number of students per seat depends on the
manufacturer’s loading capacity. A 72-passenger capacity bus

usually seats 3 elementary students or 2 middle or high
school students to a seat.
Why do some buses have children standing up in the
aisle?

State guidelines state that a school bus can have
no more than 20% of the buses occupancy standing up. Henry

County’s policy is for each child to have a seat. The transportation
department is still working to reduce overcrowding on some buses and will
continue to do so until the problem is solved.
What does Henry County do to ensure my child’s bus is safe?

Buses are inspected monthly by bus mechanics and annually by the
Department of Motor Vehicles’ safety division. The DMV also randomly
selects buses for inspection on a routine basis.

In addition to meeting all the state’s safety specifications, Henry County
adds a noise reduction package so the driver can hear better and video
cameras on all buses that are monitored when necesesary.

For more information on school bus safety, check out the NHTSA
website at www.nhtsa.dot.gov.



Board of Education Calendar
Monday,November 4, 7 p.m. ...........................Study Session
Monday, November 11, 7 p.m. ................... Regular Meeting
Monday, December 2, 1 p.m.. ............... .........Study Session
Monday, December 9, 7 p.m. ............ ........ Regular Meeting

Study sessions begin at 7  p.m. Regularly scheduled meetings
begin at 7 p.m. Both study sessions and regular meetings are
held in the Board Room of the Administrative Offices, 396
Tomlinson St., McDonough unless otherwise noted.  The
public is invited to attend.

It is the policy of the Henry County School System not to discriminate on the
basis of age, sex, race, color, religion, national origin, or disability in its
educational programs, activities, or employment practices.

Dr. Jack Parish, Superintendent
Henry County School System
396 Tomlinson Street
McDonough, Georgia  30253
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SPLOST DOLLARS PUT NEW TECHNOLOGY IN CLASSROOMS
During the weeklong mid-September fall break, 1,750

brand new computers were installed in schools.  The vendor
worked twelve hours a day for seven days to get them all
delivered and installed before students and teachers returned to
class after fall break.
The break was chosen
for installation so that
there would be minimal
impact to the school day,
and all schools would
receive computers
during the same time
period.

The new computers were installed in all media centers,
designated Technology Career areas, career counseling centers
and elementary computer labs. The computers were purchased
with technology enhancement funds from the school SPLOST
that was approved by the community in 2002.

Tractor trailer truck delivers 190 computers to Eagle’s Landing High
School on Saturday, September 14 (above).
New computers in the media center at Stockbridge High School(left).

2002 SAT9 scores not coming
In a letter released by the Georgia Department of Education in
September, revised results of the 2002 Stanford Achievement
Tests (SAT9) for grades 3, 5 and 8 will not be sent to parents or
schools.  All previously reported 2001 scores are not affected
and appear to be accurate.

Luella High School - Construction nearing completion.
Flippen Elementary School - Construction in progress on schedule.
Completion scheduled for 5/1/03.
Red Oak Elementary - Site work has begun. Footings and floor slabs
are being poured.

Dutchtown High School - Site work has begun. Footings and floor
slabs are being poured. A groundbreaking ceremony has been
scheduled for November 11.
Dutchtown Middle School - General contractor is assembling
equipment to begin grading.

NEW SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION UPDATE


