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WELCOME TO HENRY COUNTY SCHOOLS

The Henry County Schools provide quality educational programs for all students.  All
schools in the system meet the Standards for Public Schools in Georgia and are
accredited by both the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools and the Georgia
Accrediting Commission.

This Elementary Student Handbook, officially approved by the Henry County Board of
Education on June 14, 2004, contains important information for elementary school
students and their parents.  The rules and regulations given in this handbook will be in
effect from August 2, 2004, through July 31, 2005.

The policies of this handbook and the services of the school system have been
designed to protect the well-being of students and the rights of students to a quality
education in Henry County Schools.  Parents should read this handbook with their
children and be sure their children understand and follow these rules and regulations.

Student handbooks are reviewed annually between February and May for the purpose
of adding, deleting, and revising content.  Parents, students, and employees are
encouraged to submit comments and suggestions regarding student handbooks to
Dr. Preston Malcom, Assistant Superintendent for Administrative Services, 33 N. Zack
Hinton Parkway, McDonough, Ga. 30253 (preston.malcom@henry.k12.ga.us).

HENRY COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION

Mr. Ray Hudalla, Chairman - Fairview/Stockbridge
Mrs. Mary Ann Mitcham, Vice-Chairman - Hampton/Flippen

Mr. Erik Charles - Fairview/Stockbridge
Mrs. Pam Nutt - Locust Grove/McDonough/Ola

Mr. Charles Vickery - McDonough/Ola
Dr. Jack Parish, Superintendent

The Henry County Board of Education holds public meetings on the second Monday of
each month.  Please call the superintendent’s office or check the web site for the time
and location of these meetings.  Board of Education policies are available for inspection
at each school and the superintendent’s office.
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Supervision of Students at School
Students are under the supervision of the school staff during the regular school day.
The school is not responsible for students on school grounds during any time other than
the school day or during school-sponsored events after the school day.  Schools cannot
be responsible for supervising students prior to 7:15 a.m.

Title I Program
The federally funded Title I program provides instructional support in reading and
mathematics as a supplement to students’ regular classroom instruction.  The program
aims to accelerate the learning of students who are not functioning at the expected
achievement level for their age and grade.  Eligibility for Title I services is based on the
academic performance of students.  Funding for the Title I program is not available to all
schools. For additional information, contact the principal or the Curriculum and Instruc-
tion Department.

Video/Audio Recorders
Video/audio recorders are used on school buses for the purpose of aiding supervision.
Video/audio recordings may be used in the classroom for the purpose of improving
instruction, developing strategies for dealing with student behavior or as evidence that
misbehavior has taken place.

Withdrawal from School
When a student is withdrawn from school during the school year, a parent/guardian
must complete withdrawal procedures through the school office.  At the time of with-
drawal, students must return all textbooks, library books, and other school-owned items.
Those items not returned must be paid for in accordance with school system rules.
Payment of school-related expenses for which the student is responsible, such as lunch
charges, must be completed at the time of withdrawal.  When possible, the school should
be given a minimum of two days notice prior to the student’s withdrawal.
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Unless the parent/guardian or eligible student request otherwise, directory
information may be disclosed to the public upon request.

The parent/guardian or eligible student has the right to refuse to allow any of their
student information to be designated as directory information.  To exercise this right,
written notification must be filed with the principal within 30 days of the date of
enrollment.

Academic Information:  Academic information includes items such as individual
student attendance and discipline records, transcripts, and test results.  Such
information is confidential and access is restricted.

Student records are available to students’ parents/ guardians.  The rights afforded to
parents/guardians can transfer to the student when the student reaches eighteen
years of age.  Professional personnel, in the normal functions of the school and as
approved by the superintendent, may access student records.  Exceptions to
restricted access of student records include the following:

1. In the event that part or all of a student’s record may be made available in
compliance with a judicial order or any lawfully issued subpoena, advance
notice of such compliance will be given to parents and eligible students.

2. In the event of an emergency, appropriate persons will be given access to
a student’s records if knowledge of information contained therein is
necessary to protect the health and safety of a student or other persons.

3. If students move to another attendance area within the school system or
seek to enroll in a school outside of the system, students’ records will be
sent to the new school upon official request from that school.

In questions of record inaccuracy, misleading information, or information in violation of
the privacy or rights of students, the parents/guardians or eligible students will be
provided with an opportunity for correction or deletion of said material in the student’s
record. The student’s principal should be contacted concerning procedures for
requesting such changes.

Student Support Team
Each school has in operation a Student Support Team (SST).  The SST is a
committee of experienced teachers, counselors, and administrators who provide
suggestions for teachers to implement with students who are exhibiting academic and/
or behavior difficulties.  Either school personnel or parents/guardians may refer
students to the SST.
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Special Education
Special education services are provided by Henry County Schools to meet the needs of
students with disabilities who need specialized instruction.  Programs are provided for
elementary students in all areas of disability:  intellectual disabilities, specific learning
disabilities, emotional/behavioral disorders, severe emotional/behavioral disorders,
orthopedic impairment, other health impairment, visual impairment, hearing impairment,
speech/language impairment, autism, significant developmental delay (ages 3-5), and
traumatic brain injury.

If your child has a learning or behavior problem, or if you suspect that your
child has a disability, you should contact the principal or the chairperson of
the Student Support Team at your child’s school or contact the Special
Education Department.

Standardized Testing
Standardized tests are administered to students as required by Georgia law.  Students
are tested in several academic areas including reading/language arts, writing, math-
ematics, science and social studies.

The purpose of the testing program is to monitor student achievement.  The results of
such tests are used to identify students’ strengths and weaknesses in academic areas.
Also, test results are used to determine the effectiveness of educational programs and
how the programs can be improved.

Parents/guardians will be notified in writing when test scores are returned to the school.
Parents/guardians should address questions about the standardized testing program
and their child’s test results to the principal.  For additional information about the
standardized testing program, contact the Curriculum and Instruction Department.

Student Records
In accordance with state and federal regulations, the Henry County Board of Education
has established policies and procedures to ensure the confidentiality of student records.
Any parent with questions concerning student record information maintained for his or
her child should contact the school principal.  The following information describes the
practices observed concerning student records.

Directory Information:  Directory information is that which may be considered of
general interest to students, parents, or the public.  The following student information is
classified as directory information:

1. The student’s name, address, and date and place of birth.
2. The weight and height of members of athletic teams.
3. Awards and other recognition connected with student performance at

school.
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GENERAL STUDENT INFORMATION

Attendance Information

School Attendance
Attending school regularly is very important if you want to succeed in school.  Georgia
law requires that all children between the ages of 6 and 16 attend school unless they
have a lawful reason to be absent.  This law also applies to children age 5 who are
enrolled in a public school for 20 days or more.

To be counted present, you must be at school for at least half of your classes during the
school day.  If you are absent frequently, you will be reported to the school social
worker.  If the social worker finds that many of your absences were not excused, your
parent/guardian may be taken to court.

Arrival and Dismissal Times
You are expected to report to school by 7:55 a.m. and to remain for the full school day.
You should not arrive at school prior to 7:15 a.m.   The school day ends at 2:30 p.m.

Arriving Late / Leaving Early
If you arrive at school after 7:55 a.m., your parent must go to the office with you to sign
you in and to get a tardy slip before going to your classroom.  If you need to leave
early, your parent should send a note to the teacher telling why you need to leave early
and what time you need to leave.  When your parent arrives at school to pick you up,
he or she must go to the school office to sign you out.

When you are tardy for school, and when you leave school early, you miss important
parts of your classes.  You should not arrive late to school or leave school early unless
there is a very important reason for doing so.  Your parents should make every effort to
schedule doctor and dentist appointments outside of school hours.  When this is not
possible, your absence from classes will be excused for these special appointments.  If
you are tardy to school often, or if you frequently leave school early, the principal and/
or school social worker will contact your parents to discuss these concerns.

Absences
You should not be absent from school unless it is absolutely necessary.  However,
absences will be excused for the following reasons:

1. If you are ill.
2. If someone in your family is seriously ill or dies.
3. If you need to observe a religious holiday.
4. If bad weather or other conditions make it unsafe or unhealthy for you to

come to school. 1

School Instructional Extension Program
The School Instructional Extension Program (SIEP) provides low-performing students
with additional academic support beyond the regular school day.  The SIEP provides
participating students with a minimum of 120 hours of additional instruction.  At the
elementary school level, SIEP instruction is delivered through after-school academic
assistance and/or brief summer assistance programs.  For more information, contact
the principal or the Curriculum and Instruction Department.

School Nurses
School nurses serve as care providers and advocates for the promotion and
protection of the health status of students in Henry County Schools. School nurses
collaborate with parents, educators, and existing community health resources to
provide appropriate information and/or services to address students’ needs.  For
additional information, contact the principal or the Student Services Department.

School Social Worker Services
School social workers work with students, parents, school personnel, and community
agencies to build effective relations among all groups.  The social worker establishes
communication between the school and the home when chronic problems such as
excessive absenteeism or personal and behavior problems interfere with a student’s
education.  Referrals are made to the social worker when a problem cannot be solved
within the school.  For additional information, contact the Student Services Department.

Silent Reflection
At the opening of each school day, the teacher in charge shall conduct a brief period
of quiet reflection for not more than 60 seconds.  This moment of quiet reflection is not
intended to be and shall not be conducted as a religious service or exercise but shall
be considered as an opportunity for a moment of silent reflection on the anticipated
activities of the day.

Solicitation of Students or Employees
Solicitation of students or employees on the part of a business, industry, organization,
or individual for the purpose of selling a product, service, or membership to students,
their parents, or employees is prohibited on school grounds.  The selling of any article
or subscription, or any other activity undertaken for the purpose of raising funds or
collecting monies in or through a school is prohibited unless the particular activity is
approved by the Henry County Board of Education.  Please do not allow your
child to bring items to school to be sold to students or employees.
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5. If you have to go to a doctor or dentist.
6. If you are ordered by the government to be somewhere, such as in court.
7. If you are going on a trip or to an event with significant educational value

(this must be approved by the principal before the absence occurs).
8. If your parents must be outside of the county overnight and you must go

with them.
9. If you participate in “Take Your Daughter to Work Day.”  Please note that

your absence will be excused, but you will be counted absent.

When you have been absent, you must bring to school on the first day you return a
written excuse from your parent explaining why you were absent.  The excuse
should include the date(s) you were absent, the reason for the absence, and the
signature of your parent or of a doctor who has treated you.  If you are frequently
absent, the principal may ask that your parent provide more information about your
absences.

Make-Up Work
Make-up work is required when you are absent from school.  You must ask your
teacher for your assignments on the first day you return to school.  If you expect to be
absent for three or more days, your parents may phone the school by 10:00 a.m. and
a list of your assignments will be ready to be picked up by 3:00 p.m.

It is your responsibility to check with your teacher about make-up work.
The number of days allowed to complete make-up work will be determined by the
principal or the principal’s designee, but will not exceed the number of days you were
absent.   A  grade of zero (0) will be given for graded assignments missed and not
made up.

Report Card Information

Curriculum
The curriculum outlines the things you must study at school.  Elementary school
students are required to study all of the subjects listed below during the school year:

1. Reading         7.  Art
2. Language Arts         8. Music
3. Mathematics         9. Physical Education
4. Science/Health       10. Spelling
5. Social Studies       11. Penmanship
6. Written Expression       12. Technology

2

Promotion, Placement and Retention
Georgia law requires that it will be “the policy of the State of Georgia that the placement
or promotion of a student into a grade, class, or program should be based on an
assessment of the academic achievement of the student and a determination of the
educational setting in which the student is most likely to receive the instruction and other
services needed in order to succeed and progress to the next higher level of academic
achievement.”

Students scheduled to be in Grade 3 during the 2004-05 school year will be required to
demonstrate “on-grade-level” performance in the area of Reading on the state Criterion
Referenced Competency Test (CRCT) to be recommended for promotion to the next
grade level.  Should a student not meet grade level expectations on the CRCT, the
student will be recommended for retention and provided with an opportunity to receive
additional support (summer school) to address identified areas of academic deficiency.
Once the student has received appropriate assistance, the student will be retested with a
CRCT or alternative assessment instrument that is appropriate for the student’s grade
level.  If the student demonstrates grade level or above performance, he/she will be
promoted to the next grade and provided with an academic prescription to support
continued academic success.  Should the student not demonstrate grade level perfor-
mance, he/she will be retained in the same grade for the next school year and provided
with an academic prescription designed to address identified areas of academic
deficiency.

If the student’s parent/guardian or teacher appeals the decision to retain the student, the
principal will establish a placement committee composed of the principal (or the
principal’s designee), the student’s parent/guardian, and the teacher(s) of the subject in
which the student failed to perform at grade level.  The placement committee will review
the overall academic achievement of the student, the student’s CRCT performance, and
the standards for promotion adopted by the Henry County Board of Education.  A
decision to promote the student must be unanimous and must determine that, if promoted
and provided accelerated, differentiated, or additional instruction, the student will be
likely to perform at grade level expectations.  Once the placement committee reports its
decision, that decision will be upheld by the Henry County Board of Education.

Students scheduled to be in Grade 5 during the 2004-05 school year or Grade 8 during
the 2005-2006 school year will be required to demonstrate on-grade-level performance
on the CRCT in the areas of Reading and Mathematics to be promoted to the next
grade level.
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Grading System
The report card is a record of your progress in each subject area.  It tells you and your
parents how you are doing in school.  You will be graded based on your performance
on the following:  (1) class participation, (2) class assignments, (3) homework assign-
ments, (4) tests and quizzes, and (5) special projects.

Grades on the report card are reported as letter grades or as numeric grades, and are
defined as follows:

• E = Excellent, S = Satisfactory, N = Needs Improvement, U = Unsatisfactory.

• 90 – 100 = A, 80 – 89 = B, 74 – 79 = C, 70 – 73 = D, Below 70 = F.

• If schoolwork has been changed or modified from the regular class
assignments, an asterisk (*) will appear by the grade.

Kindergarten students receive a report card that tells what skills have been learned.
This skills checklist is completed and sent home at the end of each twelve weeks of
school.  No numerical grades are given to kindergarten students.

First grade students are graded using a skills checklist.  This report card is sent home
every six weeks.  The first six-week period of school is non-graded for academic
subjects to allow students time to adjust from Kindergarten to first grade expectations.
Afterward, students will receive grades reported as E, S, N, or U.

Second grade students receive a numerical grade in reading, language arts, and
mathematics.  Grades in science/health, social studies, art, music, physical education,
and written expression are reported as S, N, or U.  The report card is sent home every
six weeks.

Third, fourth, and fifth grade students receive numerical grades in all academic
subjects (reading, language arts, mathematics, science/health, and social studies).
Grades in art, music, physical education, and written expression are reported as S, N,
or U.  The report card is sent home every six weeks.

For grades two through five, semester grades reflect the averages of the three six-week
reporting periods.  Final or yearly grades are determined by averaging the two
semester grades.

Parents are asked to sign the report card and return it to the school.  At the end of the
school year you may keep your report card as a record of how well you performed.

3

Notice of Pictures of Students
Unless parents/guardians request otherwise, the news media may take pictures and/
or make audiovisual recordings of students during sporting events, awards ceremo-
nies, and general interest events.  Pictures and/or audiovisual presentations of
students may appear on the school system or individual school web site.

If the parent wishes to prohibit the taking of any picture or the making of any audiovi-
sual recording of their child by the news media or school system, notification must be
filed, in writing, within 30 days of the beginning of the school year or date of enroll-
ment.  Pictures and/or audiovisual recordings that identify students as receiving
special education instruction will not be allowed without prior approval.

Organization of Classes
All classes in Kindergarten through grade 5 will primarily be taught as heterogeneous,
self-contained classes.  Classes and individual students may engage in limited
departmentalization for the purpose of enhanced instructional effectiveness.  Students
may receive instruction from more than one teacher in their core academic courses
(language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies) to address individual needs
and support mastery of required skills.

Parent – Teacher Conferences
Parents are encouraged to contact the school to arrange a parent-teacher conference
when the parent would like more information on his or her child’s school performance
or when the child is experiencing problems at school.  Parent-teacher conferences
can be a productive way of helping to improve student performance.  If there is any
major change in a student’s home environment that may affect his or her school
performance, parents should notify the child’s teacher by sending a note or scheduling
a conference.

To schedule conferences, parents should contact the school office or the teacher.
Teachers are not available for parent-teacher conferences during instruc-
tional time.

Parent – Teacher Groups
Parents are encouraged to become actively involved in the Parent-Teacher
Association (PTA) or Parent-Teacher Organization (PTO) at their child’s school.
These organizations provide opportunities for parents and teachers to plan and work
together for the betterment of the school and for the benefit of students.  Parent-teacher
groups hold regular meetings in the schools.
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General Information

Birthdays
The faculty and staff of your school are happy to recognize student birthdays.
However, because learning time at school is very important, no birthday parties may
be held during the school day for students or teachers.

Book Bags
You are allowed, but not required, to use a book bag to carry your textbooks and
school supplies.  However, you are discouraged from using a rolling book bag
because such bags often create tripping hazards.  If you choose to use a rolling bag,
you must carry the bag when entering and exiting the bus.  Also, a luggage-type bag
that is too bulky for you to safely hold in your lap is prohibited on the bus.  For safety
reasons, book bags may not be placed in the center aisle of the bus.

Bus Stop Safety
For your safety, you should obey the following rules while at the bus stop:

1. If you must cross the road to board a bus, wait until the bus has come to a
complete stop, the proper warning signs are displayed, and the driver
motions for you to cross.

2. Always cross the road in front of the bus, never behind the bus.
3. Always stand a safe distance from the road (at least five feet).
4. If you must cross the road after exiting from the bus, cross at least ten feet in

front of the bus after looking in both directions for traffic and after the driver
motions for you to cross.

5. You should never run to or from the bus.
6. You should be at your assigned bus stop five minutes prior to the arrival of

the bus.

Counselors
Each Henry County elementary school has a school counselor.  The counselor works
with individual students, small groups, and classes.  Your parent, teacher, or principal
may refer you to the counselor.  If your parent would like for you to talk to the
counselor, he or she should call the school or send a note to your teacher, the
counselor, or the principal.  If you would like to talk to the counselor, you should tell
your teacher.

Parent permission is not required in order to see the counselor or to participate in
classroom guidance activities.  Please call the principal or school counselor for more
information regarding school counseling services.

4

Lunch Program
Each school operates a lunch program.   Hot meals are served daily and all meals are
nutritionally balanced.  Costs of school meals may be obtained from the school office or
the school system website.   Applications for the free/reduced price lunch program are
sent home with every student at the beginning of the school year and are available from
the school office at any time.  Parents are welcome to eat lunch with their children at
school.  On such occasions, parents are encouraged to purchase a school lunch but
are permitted to bring food to the school for consumption by themselves and their
children.

Medicine
When students must take medicine at school, parents should bring medicine and related
equipment to the principal or his/her designee and complete a Medication Authorization
Form.  Medicine cannot be given without written permission and instructions from the
parent.  Please do not send medicine to school by way of the student.

All prescription and over-the-counter medicine must be kept in the school office unless
approved by the principal.  Students with an asthmatic condition are permitted to keep
an inhaler in their possession if there is written permission from the parent to do so.

Prescription medicine must be in the original labeled container.  The label must include
the student’s name, the name of the medicine, instructions for dispensing the medicine,
and the doctor’s name.  Pharmacists can provide a duplicate labeled container with only
the dosage to be given at school.  Over-the-counter medicine must be in the original
container and marked with the student’s name.

Parents should pick up unused medicine from the principal or his/her designee.  Any
medicine not picked up will be discarded at the end of each school year.  Medicine will
not be sent home with the student.

Violation of this rule may constitute failure to follow instructions and, thus, may result in
appropriate disciplinary action.  For additional information, contact the principal or the
Student Services Department.

Notice of Equal Opportunity
The Henry County Board of Education maintains a policy of equal educational, athletic,
and employment opportunity.  The intent of this policy is to ensure the absence of
discrimination towards a particular race, color, religion, gender, handicap/disability, age,
or national origin in any school or school system policy which might affect the administra-
tion and treatment of students or the employment of personnel in connection with the
educational programs and services of Henry County Schools.  Dr. Phyllis Hadden is the
Section 504/ADA Coordinator.  Dr. Preston Malcom is the Title VI and Title IX Coordina-
tor.  Mr. Gary Sharpe is the Sports Equity Coordinator.  For compliance information,
contact Dr. Preston Malcom at 770-957-6601.
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Dress Code
You are expected to be neat and clean when you come to school.  Your hair should be
neat and well groomed.  You must wear shoes to school.  However, for safety reasons,
you may not wear flip-flops or skate-shoes to school.  You may wear shorts that are
reasonable in length and appropriate for school.  You may not wear clothes that are too
tight or too short or which have inappropriate writing or pictures.  If you wear inappro-
priate clothes to school, your parents will be called to bring other clothes to school for
you.

Gum Chewing
The school system has a three-part policy about the use of gum at school and on the
bus:  1) NO GUM, 2) NO GUM, and 3) NO GUM!  You are expected to follow all parts
of this policy.

Illness
If you become too ill to remain in class, your parents will be contacted to pick you up so
that you may be cared for at home.  Your parents will be required to sign you out when
they pick you up.  Your parents should notify the principal and your teacher in writing if
you have a chronic illness or disability that could require special or emergency
treatment.

Medicine must be kept in the school office and dispensed by the principal or
his/her designee.

Lost and Found
Each school has a “Lost and Found” area where lost items are turned in and may be
claimed.  All items of clothing that are to be removed, such as coats, sweaters, and caps
should be labeled with your name.  Any items in the “Lost and Found” that are not
claimed by the end of the school year will be discarded.

Media Center
You are encouraged to use the media center at your school.  You may check out books
from the media center to take home.  You may also use filmstrips, tapes, records, and
other items in the media center.  Each school has a media specialist to assist you when
you need help.  The media center is open all day during each school day.  You are
responsible for items that you borrow from the media center and will be required to pay
for any items you lose or damage.

Parties
Since parties take away from class time, no more than two parties are permitted during
the school year.  There can be no surprise or planned parties for teachers.

5

Homework
Homework is an extension of the learning that takes place in school.  Homework can
provide practice that reinforces classroom learning and can provide opportunities for
independent study, research, and creative thinking.  Parents can help their child by
arranging a quiet, comfortable place for their child to work, by ensuring that time is set
aside for homework, and by checking to see that assignments are completed.

Hospital / Homebound Services
Henry County Schools will provide hospital/homebound services to students when the
following have been submitted:

1. A medical referral form, signed by a physician who is licensed by the state
agency or board, as defined in O.C.G.A. 49-4-121.

2. A physician’s statement that the student will be absent for a minimum of ten
(10) consecutive school days.

3. A physician’s statement that the student is physically able to participate in
instruction.

Once the referral form is completed and returned to the school system, a certified
teacher will pick up the student’s assignments from the school and schedule a time to
work with the student.

Students are not eligible to be served if absence is due to any of the following:  commu-
nicable diseases, as defined in State Department of Education Rule 160-1-2-.03
(Communicable Diseases); pregnancy not requiring abnormal restriction of activities as
prescribed by a licensed physician; abuse of chemical substances where hospitalization
is not required; or, if such services are not specified in the individualized education
program (IEP) of a student with disabilities.

When students are served in the hospital/homebound program, students will be counted
present just as if students were at school.  Parents/guardians who would like for their
child to be served by this program should contact the school for a referral as soon as
the child’s illness is diagnosed.

Insurance
Parents are responsible for providing accident or medical insurance coverage for their
child.  The Henry County Schools do not maintain insurance coverage of students.  As
a service to parents, information regarding accident insurance that can be purchased at
a nominal cost is sent home at the beginning of each school year.  Students must submit
proof of insurance coverage prior to registration for any athletic activity.  Please check
with the principal to determine which, if any, class or activity may require insurance.
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Personal Belongings
Toys and other personal belongings such as radios, CD players, electronic games,
baseball cards, and cameras may not be brought to school or on class field trips
unless they have been approved as part of a class assignment.  If such items are
brought to school, they may be taken-up and kept in the school office until parents
come to claim them.  Breaking this rule a second time may result in punishment.

Toys such as cap pistols, water guns, and rubber knives are prohibited.  If
you bring to school any toys that resemble weapons, you could be sus-
pended or expelled from school.

Pets
No pets of any kind are allowed at school without permission from the school.
Teachers may give special permission for pets to be brought to school as part of a
special display or activity if approved by the principal.  Under no circumstance is a
potentially dangerous pet to be brought to school.  Pets or animals are not allowed on
the school bus.

Pledge of Allegiance
You will be given the opportunity to recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America during each school day.  If your parents do not wish for you
to participate in reciting the Pledge, you should tell your teacher about this or have
your parents send a note to the teacher.  If you do not wish to participate, you may
either stand or remain seated.

School Supplies
Your parents are expected to furnish pencils and paper for your use at school.  There
are no school funds available to purchase these supplies for you.  Each elementary
school operates a school supply store that sells school supplies at reasonable prices.
Your parents may send money for you to purchase supplies at the school store or
they may purchase your supplies elsewhere.

Selling Things at School
You are not allowed to sell things like toys, Girl Scout cookies, candy bars, gum, or
baseball cards to other students or teachers at school.  Also, you are not allowed to
trade or give away these things at school.

Telephone Use
Office telephones are needed for school business.  You will not be allowed to use the
telephone except in case of an emergency.  If you are sick, someone on the school
staff will contact your parents.  If you need to make arrangements to go home with
someone else, you must have your parent send a note to school.  You may not call
home to make such arrangements after arriving at school.

Field Trips
Classroom teachers schedule educational field trips to nearby locations throughout the
school year.  These trips are designed to supplement different aspects of the curriculum
and to introduce students to the resources of the community.

Parents will receive notices of field trips well in advance of the scheduled trip and will be
asked to sign a field trip permission form.  Sometimes a small contribution may be
requested to help defray transportation or facility costs.  No student will be penalized in
any manner or denied the opportunity to go on the field trip for failure to contribute.

Individuals or organizations often offer the opportunity to Henry County students to
travel during weekends or school breaks, or even during times when school is in
session.  Unless these opportunities are approved by the Henry County Board of
Education, matters of interest or concern must be addressed to the individuals or
representatives sponsoring these trips.  Absences from school due to student participa-
tion in such travel will not be excused unless approved in advance by the principal.

Gifted Education Program
The gifted education program, Special Activities in Gifted Education (SAGE), is provided
to serve elementary students who are identified as gifted based on the Georgia
Department of Education eligibility criteria.  SAGE students are served through a
resource program that emphasizes critical thinking skills and that enriches learning
activities.  Students may be referred for eligibility testing by teachers, counselors,
administrators, parents, or by the students themselves.  Eligibility testing is conducted
twice in the school year, in the fall and in the spring.  Parents should contact the school’s
SAGE teacher or the Curriculum and Instruction Department for more information.

Head Lice
Because head lice are so easily spread from one child to another, children with head
lice (or eggs, often referred to as “nits”) cannot remain at school.  If your child has head
lice, you will be asked to come to the school to pick-up your child.  Your child will not be
allowed to return to school until proof of effective treatment is provided.  In the event that
head lice are a recurring problem, clearance from the Henry County Health Department
may be necessary before your child may return to school.

Homeless Children and Youth
The McKinney-Vento Homeless Act defines homeless children and youth as those who
lack a fixed, regular, and adequate night time residence.  Should you have questions
concerning your specific rights under this provision, please contact the Student Services
Department.
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Textbooks
Textbooks are the property of the school and are loaned to you to use during the school
year.  You are expected to handle books carefully and to keep them in good condition.
Be sure that your name is in each of your textbooks.

You will be required to pay the cost of any textbooks that you lose or damage.  If you
lose a book, you will not be given a replacement book until you have paid for the lost
book.

Transportation Changes
You may not make any changes in the way you usually go home unless you bring a
note signed by your parent.  In the note, your parent should give specific instructions
and dates to explain any change to the way you should be transported home.  The
principal or assistant principal must approve the note.  Once the note is approved, you
should show it to your teacher.  Your teacher will either keep the note on file or return it
to you to show to your bus driver.

Visitors
Your parents are encouraged to visit the school for conferences and school activities.  If
your parent would like to eat lunch with you at school, he or she must notify the school
office by 9:00 a.m. so that the lunch count can be increased.  You may not bring
relatives or friends to school as “spend-the-day” visitors.

As required by Georgia law, all visitors to the school must report to the
school office when they arrive.  Visitors must sign in and must wear a visitor’s
badge while in the school or on the campus.
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Child Abuse
Georgia law requires that school employees report to the local Department of Family
and Children Services (DFCS) any suspected cases of child abuse or neglect.  Failure
to comply with this requirement may result in prosecution of the employee.  Once a
report has been made, official representatives of DFCS have the right to come to the
school to interview the child.  Parent permission need not be obtained by the department
or the school.

Custody
If custody of a minor child changes after enrollment, documents should be provided to
the school as soon as possible after the change.  Students cannot be withdrawn without
this information.

It is a crime for any person to make or attempt to make a change of custody of a minor
child by removing the child from school without permission of the person who enrolled
the child in school, even if the person attempting to remove the child has a court order
granting that person custody.  Court orders that specifically authorize or direct the
release of custody by the school system will be followed.  The school system will not
interject itself in a custody or visitation dispute between parents.

The school system will give to non-custodial parents, upon request, all information
required under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act and the laws of the State
of Georgia unless there is a valid court order directing the school system not to divulge
such information.  If such an order exists, a certified copy must be delivered to the
principal’s office.

Early Intervention Program
The Early Intervention Program serves students in Kindergarten through fifth grade
who are performing below grade level.  This program is designed to help identified
students obtain the academic skills necessary to reach grade level expectations in the
shortest possible time.  For more information, contact the principal or the Curriculum and
Instruction Department.

Emergency Management Plan / Emergency Drills
The Georgia Emergency Management Agency reviews and approves the school
system’s comprehensive School Safety Plan and each school’s Emergency Manage-
ment Plan.  A copy of these plans is available from the principal or the Administrative
Services Department.

Fire/evacuation drills will be held on a monthly basis.  Also, drills for severe weather,
lockdown of the school, and bus evacuation will be held at least once each year.
Parents should remind their children that during an emergency drill students must quietly
and quickly follow the directions given by their teachers and administrators.
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STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT

The purpose of the student code of conduct is to provide students in Henry County
Schools an effective and safe learning environment.  Included in this section are
prohibited behaviors and consequences for such behavior.

A number of factors must be considered when determining the degree of disciplinary
action to be taken.  These factors include the severity of the misbehavior, the age of
the student, and the student’s disciplinary history.

Parents will be contacted by phone or in writing when students are facing disciplinary
action.  Parents may be invited to observe their students in the classroom and/or
invited to attend a conference with the principal and/or teacher for the purpose of
devising a discipline and behavior correction plan.

Student support services, as well as disciplinary action, may be used to address
misbehavior.   Student support services are provided by school counselors, school
social workers, school psychologists, peer mediators, and student support teams.

The principal is the designated leader of the school and, in concert with the staff, is
responsible for the orderly operation of the school.  In cases of disruptive, disorderly
or dangerous conduct not covered in this code of conduct, the principal may
undertake corrective measures which he or she believes to be in the best interest of
the student and the school provided such action does not violate school board policy
or procedures or state or federal laws.

Behavior Code
The following behaviors are prohibited at school, at any school-sponsored activity or
event or while traveling to or from such events, and while on a school bus or other
vehicle provided by the Board of Education:

1. Behavior detrimental to learning.
2. Being in an unauthorized area.
3. Being insubordinate or disrespectful to school personnel.
4. Being disrespectful to other students.
5. Being under the influence of alcoholic beverages, any drugs or substances

declared unlawful, or any substances or chemicals that are mood altering.
6. Bullying.
7. Committing any act that would constitute a misdemeanor or felony under

Georgia law.
8. Damaging or vandalizing school property or personal property.
9. Damaging or setting off a fire alarm (except in cases of fire on the premises).
10. Deliberately giving a false or misleading statement.
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Transfer Credit
Transcripts from non-accredited schools will be considered on an individual basis.
Additional information and testing may be required in order to make a determination of
credit to be accepted.  School credits or work completed under an individual tutor may not
be accepted for credit.

General Information

Accidents
If a student is injured or becomes ill at school, every effort will be made to contact the
parent and to take action at the parent’s direction.  If a parent cannot be contacted, school
officials will take whatever means necessary to preserve the health of the child.  Parents
must notify the school if their child has health problems that could result in a health
emergency and should explain the procedures the school should follow.

After-School Enrichment Program
The After-School Enrichment Program is offered at all elementary schools where a
sufficient number of students register to participate.  Parents must register their children to
participate and are required to pay a weekly fee.  The program begins immediately
following school and is available until 6:00 p.m.  Activities are directed by instructors
employed by the school system and include social, physical, and intellectual activities and
interaction with other children.  Contact the principal or the Student Services Department
for additional information.

Asbestos Plan
The Henry County Board of Education has a state-approved asbestos plan.  A copy of
this plan is available in the principal’s office.  For more information concerning asbestos
plans, please contact the Facilities/Maintenance Department.

Bus Transportation
Parents should ensure that students are at their assigned bus stop five minutes before the
bus arrives.  Contact the Transportation Department for information regarding bus pick-
up and drop-off times and locations.  Also, parents should contact the Transportation
Department to discuss any concerns regarding bus routes or drivers and to schedule
conferences with drivers.  Parents should not interrupt bus routes or attempt to board
buses to discuss issues with drivers.

Cancellation of School
In case of severe weather or other emergencies, official information about school closings
will be broadcast on Atlanta television and radio stations, and Henry County radio station
WKKP-AM (1410).

21



2004-05 Elementary Student Handbook

11. Displaying or using a cell phone, pager, or other electronic communication
device during the school day without the consent of the principal or his/her
designee.

12. Fighting.
13. Gambling.
14. Inciting or advising others to engage in prohibited behavior.
15. Leaving or skipping class or school without permission.
16. Making terroristic threats.
17. Physical abuse or physical violence.
18. Physical contact between students that is deemed inappropriate.
19. Possessing, using, selling, buying, giving away, bartering or exchanging any

of the following:
(a) an alcoholic beverage
(b) counterfeit money
(c) an illegal drug or substance, a substance represented to be a drug

or illegal substance, a substance or chemical that is mood altering
when taken or inhaled, or drug paraphernalia

(d) a prescription or nonprescription drug (student medications must be
administered by the principal or his/her designee - refer to “Medicine”)

(e) a tobacco product or smoking paraphernalia
(f) a weapon, explosive compound, or other object that can reasonably

be considered and/or used as a weapon
(g) any  material, substance, food item, or personal belonging that is

inappropriate for school without the consent of the principal or his/her
designee.

20. Sexual misconduct.
21. Theft.
22. Using profane, vulgar, obscene, or insulting language, gestures, or graphics,

whether spoken, written, or transmitted or received via any electronic
communication system.

23. Verbal abuse.
24. Violating the rules and policies for bus conduct (refer to Bus Conduct -

Offenses and Punishments).
25. Violating the rules and policies for using electronic resources (refer to

Electronic Resources - Authorized User Policy).
26. Violating any other school rule or rule of the Board of Education.
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Emergency Contact Information
It is critical for the school to be able to contact parents at any time students are at
school.  The school must have the parent’s current address and home, cellular, and
business telephone numbers.  Emergency contact persons and their telephone
numbers are needed in case a parent cannot be reached.  This information is
required at the time of registration and whenever a change occurs with the parent’s
address, telephone, or emergency contact information.

Eye/Ear/Dental Examination
Upon initial enrollment in a Georgia public school, students must provide a certificate of
eye, ear, and dental examination (Georgia Form #3300).  The certificate may be
obtained from the county health department or from a physician.

Immunization
All students in grades K-12 must provide an immunization certificate (Georgia Form
#3231) at the time of enrollment.  This certificate may be obtained from the county
health department or from a physician upon proof of immunization.  Parents may
submit a temporary waiver of Georgia’s immunization requirements for religious or
medical reasons.

Social Security Number
All students entering school are asked to provide their Social Security number.  No
student will be denied enrollment in Henry County Schools for declining to provide his
or her Social Security number or for declining to apply for such a number.

Transfer Students
Prior to admission, a transfer student shall provide a certified copy of his or her
academic transcript and disciplinary record from the school previously attended.  A
student may be admitted conditionally if the name and address of the school last
attended and authorization to release all academic and disciplinary records to the
school administration is provided.

Any student who is under suspension or expulsion in another school
system and who wants to enroll in Henry County Schools must clear that
suspension/expulsion before any consideration will be given to the
student’s request for approval to enroll.

Grade Placement
If acceptable documentation for determining grade placement is not presented at the
time students are enrolled, students will be temporarily assigned to a grade until
determination as to final grade placement can be made.  For more information, refer to
Henry County Board of Education Policy JBCD, Transfers and Withdrawals.
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Punishment
Some of the types of punishment that may be used for student misbehavior include the
following:

1. Warning/Reprimand:  Students will be warned that they may be punished
if the misbehavior continues.

2. Isolation:  Students will be removed from the regular classroom and
moved to another location in the school.

3. Short-Term Suspension:  Students will be suspended from school for not
more than five (5) days.

4. Long-Term Suspension:  Students will be suspended from school for
more than five (5) days but not beyond the end of the current semester.

5. Expulsion:  Students will be expelled from school beyond the end of the
current semester.

Although generally progressive in nature, punishment must be appropriate for the
misbehavior and must be age appropriate.  Principals have the latitude of assigning
punishment in relation to the misbehavior.  For example, students who engage in
more serious acts of misbehavior, such as fighting, are not entitled to a warning before
any other disciplinary action is taken.

Students who deface or destroy school property willfully, maliciously or carelessly will
be charged with the full amount of damage in addition to the disciplinary procedures
outlined in this section.

Suspension and Expulsion
Principals and assistant principals may suspend a student for up to five days per
offense for breaking school or school system rules.  If the principal or assistant
principal finds the behavior severe enough to require more than a five-day suspen-
sion, a disciplinary hearing will be called.

If a hearing is called, the student will be suspended from school for five days or until
the hearing can be held.  A disciplinary hearing officer appointed by the Board of
Education will conduct a hearing to determine whether the student is guilty of the
violation.  If the hearing officer finds the student guilty, he or she may give the student a
long-term suspension, may expel the student, or may assign some other punishment.
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If parents/guardians move to another attendance zone within the county after the start of
the school year, parents have the option of allowing their children to remain at their
current school for the remainder of the school year.  In such cases, parents must
receive written approval to cross attendance lines from the Director of Student Services,
and must be responsible for transporting their children to and from school.   At the
beginning of the next school year, parents would be required to enroll their children in
the school they are zoned to attend based on the location of their residence.

Guardianship
If a student resides with any person other than a natural parent, a certified copy of
the court documents that establish legal guardianship will be required at the time of
enrollment.

Proof of Residence
To enroll in Henry County Schools a student must reside within the boundaries of Henry
County.  A student must reside with a natural parent or a person who has been granted
legal guardianship, or the student must be under the care of a state agency with
placement in Henry County.

Proof of residence is required when a student initially enrolls in a school and whenever
a change of residence occurs. The principal or designee will accept the following
records as proof of residency:

1. A valid lease or rental agreement and a current utility bill (gas, electric, water,
telephone, or cable).  Records must include the name and address of the
parent/legal guardian.

2. A property tax statement or property deed and a current utility bill (gas,
electric, water, telephone, or cable).  Records must include the name and
address of the parent/legal guardian.

A parent/guardian who resides full time in Henry County, but is unable to provide the
records listed above, may complete a Henry County Schools Affidavit of Residency at
the school system administrative offices in McDonough.

Proof of residence is subject to investigation.  Students enrolled under false
information are illegally enrolled and will be withdrawn from school.  Parents/
guardians may be charged tuition for the period of time their child is illegally
enrolled.  Also, knowingly and willfully providing false information regarding
proof of residence violates state law and may subject one to fine and/or
imprisonment (O.C.G.A. 16-10-20).
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Bus Conduct – Offenses and Punishments
Bus drivers have complete charge of students riding the bus and will report misbehavior
to the principal.  The principal or assistant principal is responsible for disciplining
students for bus misbehavior.  To help maintain order on the bus, bus drivers have the
authority to assign a special seat on the bus to any student.

For the safety of all students who ride the bus, students are expected to obey the
following rules:

1. Students must use only the bus and the bus stop assigned to them.
2. Students may not enter or leave the bus at any place except the student’s

regular bus stop or school unless the student has a note from home that has
been approved by the principal or assistant principal.

3. Students who must change buses at any school must follow the rules of that
school.

4. Students must stay in their seats while the bus is in motion.  Students may not
reserve seats.

5. Students must keep the center aisle of the bus clear at all times.  Items such as
book bags must not block the center aisle.

6. Students must obey all bus safety rules and the directions of their bus driver.
7. Students are not allowed to transport balloons, flowers, glass containers, or

animals (dead or alive, including insects) on the bus.
8. Students are not allowed to consume food or drink on the bus.
9. Students must not litter the inside of the bus, throw anything out of the window,

or cause damage to the bus.
10. Students must obey all rules listed in the “Behavior Code” section of this

handbook while riding a school bus.

In addition to the rules listed above, Georgia law prohibits students from committing the
following acts while riding a school bus:

11. Acts of physical violence.
12. Bullying.
13. Physical assault or battery of persons on the bus.
14. Verbal assault of persons on the bus.
15. Disrespectful conduct toward the bus driver or other persons on the bus.
16. Unruly behavior.
17. Using any electronic devices during the operation of a bus, including but not

limited to, cell phones, pagers, audible radios, tape or CD players, or any
other electronic device in a manner that might interfere with bus communica-
tions equipment or the driver’s operation of the bus.

18. Using mirrors, lasers, flash cameras, or any other lights or reflective devices
in a manner that might interfere with the driver’s operation of the bus.
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GENERAL PARENT INFORMATION

Helping Your Child Succeed in School
Parents can help make school a successful experience for their children.  Consider
the following recommendations to help your child have a good school year:

1. Help your child have a stress-free start to each school day.
2. Be sure that your child gets at least eight hours of sleep and provide him or

her with a good breakfast.  A child cannot concentrate if he or she is tired or
hungry.

3. Praise your child each day for something he or she has done.  Have a
special place to display work your child brings home from school.

4. Encourage your child to think of school as exciting and important.  Attitudes
developed during the elementary school years will set the tone for your
child’s entire school experience.

5. Listen attentively to your child as he or she talks about school experiences.
6. Keep the lines of communication open between you and your child’s

teacher.  Inform the teacher of any family situations that could affect your
child’s behavior or performance.

7. Do not compare your child’s progress with that of brothers and sisters or
other children.  Each child’s abilities are different and each has different
strengths and weaknesses.

8. Provide your child with many books and pictures.  Read to your child and
have your child read to you.

9. Help your child build confidence in his or her school and teacher.
10. Show an interest in school through visiting and participating in PTA /PTO

activities.
11. See that your child attends school regularly and arrives on time each day.
12. Review your child’s homework each day.

Admission Information

Age Requirements
To enroll in school, students entering Kindergarten must be 5 years old on or before
September 1.  First grade students must be 6 years old on or before September 1.  A
copy of your child’s proof of age must be supplied at the time of enrollment.

Attendance Zones
Students must attend school in the attendance zone where their parents/legal
guardians reside.  Students may not attend other schools in the system except with the
permission of the Henry County Board of Education.
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If students violate any of these rules, the principal or assistant principal may take
disciplinary action, including suspension from riding the bus for as many as ten days
and suspension from school for as many as five days.  If bus misbehavior is severe, a
disciplinary hearing may be called and students may be suspended or expelled from
the bus or from school.

If a student is found to have engaged in bullying, physical assault or battery of a person
on the bus, Georgia law requires the student’s parent/guardian to meet with school
officials to develop a school bus behavior contract for the student.  If a student causes
damage to a school bus, the student will be suspended from the bus and/or from school,
and will be required to repay the cost of any damage to the bus.

The general progressive discipline plan that may be followed in dealing with bus
misbehavior is as follows:

1st Offense: A documented warning from the driver.
2nd Offense: Warning and parent contact by the school administrator.
3rd Offense: Bus suspension for one day.
4th Offense: Bus suspension for two days.
5th Offense: Bus suspension for three days.
6th Offense: Bus suspension for five days.
7th Offense: Bus suspension for ten days or possible disciplinary hearing.

Fighting on a school bus is among the most serious offenses committed by
students.  Students who fight endanger themselves and everyone riding the
bus by causing the bus driver’s attention to be diverted.  Fighting on a
school bus may result in immediate suspension from the bus and/or from
school with no prior warning or prior disciplinary action being taken.

Video/audio recorders are placed on school buses for the purpose of aiding
supervision.  Video/audio recordings may be used as evidence that misbehav-
ior has taken place.

Disruption of Public Schools
It is unlawful for any person to disrupt or interfere with the operation of a public school.
Also, Georgia law prohibits the upbraiding, insulting, or abusing of any public school
teacher or bus driver upon the premises of any public school in the presence and
hearing of a student.  Violation of the law is a misdemeanor (O.C.G.A., 20-2-1181,
1976, 1989).
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For additional information regarding sexual harassment, please see Henry County
Board of Education Policy JCAC, Student Sexual Harassment.   Additional questions
regarding this policy should be directed to the Administrative Services Department.

Weapons
Georgia law makes it unlawful for any person to carry, possess, or have under his/her
control any weapon or explosive compound while at a school building or on school
property, at a school function, or on a bus or other transportation furnished by the
school.  Any person violating this statute will be reported to the appropriate authorities for
prosecution.  The term weapon as used in this handbook shall mean and include any
pistol, revolver, rifle, shotgun or any weapon designed or intended to propel a missile of
any kind, or a dirk, any knife regardless of the length of the blade, straightedge razor,
spring stick, metal or wooden knucks, blackjack or any flailing instrument consisting of
two or more rigid parts connected in such a manner as to allow them to swing freely,
which may be known as nun chahka, nun chuck, nunchaku, shuriken or fighting chain,
or any disc, of whatever configuration, having at least two points or pointed blades
which is designed to be thrown or propelled and which may be known as a throwing
star or oriental dart, or bat, club, or other bludgeon type weapon, chains, pipes, sticks
or any weapon of any kind or any object that is used as a weapon.

Toys such as cap pistols, water guns, and rubber knives are prohibited.
Please caution your child concerning toys that resemble weapons.  Posses-
sion of these items can result in expulsion from the school system.
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Electronic Resources - Authorized User Policy
Student access to the Internet and computer resources is a privilege, not a right.
Therefore, users violating Henry County Schools acceptable use policy shall be subject
to revocation of these privileges and potential disciplinary action.

The Internet Safety Policy and school system measures are designed to address safety
and security when using direct electronic communication.  Electronic resources are
defined as the following:  Internet, World Wide Web (WWW), chat rooms, electronic mail,
online resources, services, network information, licensed software, telecommunication
resources, and all hardware on which it is being accessed.  As needed, school officials
can and will search data or e-mail stored on all school system owned computers and
networks.  All users are expected to abide by the accepted electronic resources rules to
include (but not limited to) the following:

1. Follow school system regulations which concern the use of electronic
resources (will not damage computers, will respect the privacy of other users’
files, will follow directions of staff, will not be wasteful of resources).

2. Comply with network policies (student and staff logins) including not circum-
venting desktop protection applications.

3. Use the Internet for appropriate educational resources as directed by staff.
4. Use electronic resources only with permission of designated school system

staff.
5. Respect and uphold the copyright laws (giving credit to the rightful author and

not distributing protected materials or software).
6. Immediately report any security problems or violations of these conditions to

appropriate school system staff.
7. Do not use language that is obscene, insulting, purposely inaccurate or

offensive to others.
8. Do not access inappropriate materials or show others how to use them.
9. Do not disseminate personal information regarding minors or staff members.
10. Do not transmit computer viruses or any other malicious programs.
11. Do not intentionally damage or unlawfully disrupt Internet/WWW services or

network/hardware/software that provides delivery of electronic resources.
12. Do not install or remove software on any computer or server without

permission.
13. Do not share any/all electronic resources user ID’s and passwords.
14. Posting messages and attributing them to another user is prohibited.

Failure to abide by this Board policy and administrative procedures governing use of
the school system’s electronic resources may result in the suspension and/or revocation
of system access.  Additionally, student violations may result in discipline up to and
including long-term suspension, expulsion and/or appropriate legal action.
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When an officer is investigating a crime and is interested in students as material
witnesses, the principal will not release students to the officer for questioning or for
removal from campus without the consent of the parents or persons lawfully in charge
of the students.  Consent may be granted by the actual presence of the parent with the
officer, by written consent of the parent, via telephone consent of the parent (if, in the
opinion of the principal, it is bonafide and reliable), or by the consent of the probation
officer of the Juvenile Court when the student is a ward of the court.  When consent
cannot be obtained, the principal may allow the officer to interrogate students at the
school in the presence of the principal or the principal’s designee.

No student in attendance at a Henry County school will be released to an officer of the
law unless the release is granted by the superintendent or the superintendent’s
designee and one of the preceding conditions has been met.

School Safety Zones
School safety zones are defined as in, on, or within 1000 feet of any real school
property.  It is unlawful for any person to carry, possess, or have under his/her
control any weapon or explosive compound while within a school safety zone, at a
school building or school function, or on school property or a bus furnished by the
school.  Violation is a felony punishable by a fine up to $10,000, imprisonment for not
less than two (2) years and no more than 10 years, or both.

Furthermore, it is unlawful for any person to remain within the school safety zone
when that person does not have a legitimate cause or need to be present thereon.
Failure to leave the premises when requested is grounds for a charge of a misde-
meanor of a high and aggravated nature.  Disruption of or interference with the
operation of any public school shall be considered a misdemeanor of a high and
aggravated nature.

Sexual Harassment
Inappropriate verbal, written, or physical conduct of a sexual nature may be defined
as sexual harassment and, as such, shall be fully investigated and immediate and
appropriate corrective or disciplinary action shall be initiated.  A substantiated charge
against a student shall subject that student to disciplinary action including suspension
or expulsion.

It is important for parents to help the school explain to young students the importance
of reporting all incidents that may relate to sexual harassment.  It is equally important
that parents help the school system explain to students the absolute prohibition against
such acts and the consequences for acting in any manner that may be interpreted as
harassment.  Any student or parent who alleges sexual harassment may complain
directly to the principal, assistant principal, guidance counselor, or teacher.
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Henry County Schools has taken precautions, which are limited, to restrict access to
controversial materials; however, on a global network it is impossible to control all.  A
user may accidentally or purposely discover controversial information.  Use of any
information obtained via electronic resources is at the risk of the user.

Henry County Schools makes no warranties of any kind, whether expressed or
implied, for the service it is providing.  Henry County Schools will not be responsible
for any damages a user may suffer, including loss of data or cost incurred from a
commercial service.  Henry County Schools will not be responsible for the accuracy
or quality of information obtained through any telecommunication or electronic
resource.

Firearms
The Gun-Free Schools Act, part of public law 103-382, requires certain notifications
be provided to students and parents regarding possession of firearms on public
school property.

Any student in possession of or having under his/her control a firearm while at school
or  a school function, on school property, or on a bus or other transportation furnished
by the school system, will be immediately suspended from school (including participa-
tion and attendance at all school activities) for a period of five days with the matter
being submitted to a disciplinary hearing officer.  During this five-day suspension,
students are not allowed on school grounds except for the purpose of attending the
hearing.  Students found to have committed this offense by the disciplinary hearing
officer will be expelled from Henry County Schools for not less than one calendar
year.  Upon appeal, the Henry County Board of Education may modify this expulsion
requirement on a case-by-case basis.

For the purpose of this policy, a firearm is defined as any weapon (including a starter
gun) which will or is designed to or may readily be converted to expel a projectile by
the action of an explosive, the frame or receiver of any weapon in the preceding
statement, any firearm muffler or firearm silencer, any destructive device, which
includes any explosive, incendiary, or poison gas bomb, grenade, rocket having a
propellant charge of more than four ounces, missile having an explosive or incendiary
charge of more than one-quarter ounce, mine, or any similar device.  In addition, a
firearm is defined as any weapon which will or which may be readily converted to
expel a projectile by the action of an explosive or other propellant, and which has any
barrel with a bore of more than 1/2 inches and any combination of parts either
designed or intended for use in converting any device into any destructive device
described in the two immediately preceding examples, and from which a destructive
device may be readily assembled.

14

Physical Abuse of School Personnel
Georgia law prohibits students from committing physical acts of violence against school
personnel (a teacher, school bus driver, or other school official or employee).  Such acts
will be handled as follows:

1. Intentional physical contact of an insulting or provoking nature with
school personnel.
A student who is alleged to have committed such an act will be suspended
pending a hearing by a disciplinary hearing officer.  A student found to have
committed such an act will be disciplined by short-term suspension, long-term
suspension, or expulsion.

2. Intentional physical contact that causes physical harm to school
personnel, unless such contact or harm occurs in self-defense.
A student who is alleged to have committed such an act will be suspended
pending a hearing by a disciplinary hearing officer.  A student found to have
committed such an act will be expelled from school for the remainder of his/her
eligibility to attend public school and will be referred to juvenile court.  The
Henry County Board of Education has the discretion to enforce the perma-
nent expulsion of the student, to permit the student to reenroll in public school
for grades 9 through 12, or to permit the student to reenroll in school.

3. Unintentional but inappropriate physical contact with school
personnel.
A student who is alleged to have committed such an act will be suspended
pending a hearing by a disciplinary hearing officer.  A student found to have
committed such an act will be disciplined by short-term suspension, long-term
suspension, or expulsion.

Police Questioning and Apprehension
Students may be questioned and/or released to an officer of the law under the following
conditions, and after permission is granted by the superintendent or the superintendent’s
designee:

1. Issuance of a warrant - the principal will be shown the warrant.
2. Issuance of a detention order by the Juvenile Court - the principal will

be shown the detention order.
3. Felony charge - an officer of the law states that a student has committed a

felony and the officer has reasonable cause of the student’s guilt.  The officer
questions and/or arrests the student.
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